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t 
REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON CONTESTED 

SEAT FOR CHIPPEWA COUNTY. 

The Select Committee appointed to examine and report vpon the 
claims of Andrew Harvie and IJenry M. Dodge, severally, asserting 
the right to a seat in the present House of Representatives, as the 
member from the county of Chippewa, and invested with power to 
send for persons and papers, having proceeded to the investigation of 
the subject matters thus referred to them, in the presence of the res* 
pective claimants and their counsel, and having fully considered the 
evidence adduced, consisting oi admissions by the claimants, docu« 
mentafy evidence, and the testimony of witnesses duly sworn before 
them, have mstructed me, as their chairman, to report the following 
state of facts : 

It 18 conceded that the county of Chippewa originally embraced the 
unorganized counties of Marquette, Houghton, Schoolcraft and Ohto* 
nagon, and that the township of St, Mary was co-extensive with the 
county of Chippewa. It also ttppears, by Act No. 64, of the Ses- 
sion Laws of 1847, that provision was made for the organization of 
a township in each of those new counties, and by section 12, of said 
Act, that the township of St Mary was restricted to the territorial li- 
mits of Chippewa proper. It also appears, that a general election 
was holden on the second day of November, 1847, for the township 
of St. Mary, at the Saut de Sle. Marie, and that the claimants, An- 
drew Harvie and Henry M. Dodge, were candidates for the office of 
Representative for Chippewa county. 

By the admissions of the claimants, the fojlowing facts were esta- 
blished, viz t That Henry M. Dodge, was, at the time of said elec- 
tion, the Township Clerk of St. Mary; and as such^ that he sat upon 
the Board of Inspectors 6f the election, and signed the Inspector's re- 
turn produced before the comouttee, and marked Exhibit (A.) Also, 
that said Dodge was, at the time of aaid election^ the County Clerk 
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of Chippewa county, having been elected to that office at the general 
election in November, 1846, and, as such County Clerk, that he pre- 
pared, signed and authenticated, so far as the same is done, the state- 
ment of the Board of County Canvassers, produced before the com- 
mittee, and marked Exhibit (B ;) said statement being received by the 
committee, subp^t to objections. 

Also, that said Harvie had held the several offices of Prosecuting 
Attorney, and Master in Chancery, and Notary Public, for the coun- 
ty of Chippewa ; but that on the last day of October, or the first day 
of November, 1847, he divested himself of said offices by a resigna- 
tion thereof, signed by him, and forwarded to the Executive. The 
fact that St. Mary was the sole township in Chippewa county, was al- 
so admitted. 

And your committee further report, that by the Inspectors' return, 
above referred to, (marked exhibit A,) it appears that the whole num- 
ber of votes given for the office of representative at said election, was 
one hundred and twelve; that fifty-six of them were given for Henry 
M. Dodge ; that fifiy-five of them were given for Andrew Harvie, 
and one of them was given for H. M. Dodge. The tally list produ- 
ced before us, (marked Exhibit C,) and received without objectioOt 
establishes the same fact. 

The Inspectors' return, (Exhibit A«) also shows that, of the votes 
east as above, twenty-four containing the name of Henry M. Dodge, 
for Representative, were irregular in this : that they contained the 
names of Alvin N. Hart, Edward H. Thompson and James McCabe, 
for Senators, without designating either to fill the vacancy: Said 
return also shows the fnct that, ** after a comparison of the poll list 
and the ballots taken from the box, and after a canvass of the votes 
was commenced, it was found by the Boards that there was one more 
ballot in the box than there were names of voters on the poll lists^ 
which lists contain one hundred and thirteen names." But the return 
states, in continuation, '^consequently, the whole one hundred and 
fourteen ballots were canvassed, and the names thereon are all inclu- 
ded in these returns." Reference may be had for accumulative evi« 
dence, to the tally list, (Exhibit C ;) to the statement purporting to be 
the return of the county canvass, signed by George Johnson, as chair- 
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roan^&nd sole member of said Board, (Exhibit D;) as also the depo- 
sitioa by the same (marked Exhibit K,) Seemingly conflicting with 
the above, is the deposition of VVm. P. Spalding, Cmnrked Exhibit B.) 

By the depositions of George Johnson, and P. B. JBarbeau (exhibit 
K.) it appears 4hat the inspectors adjourned their official canvass to 
the third day of November, 1847, after first examining and counting 
the ballots, on Ihe day of election, and thai ''the ballot box containing 
all the votes polled, together with the key thereof, without any seal 
in or upon said box^ was in the exclusive possession and custody of 
the said Dodge^ from Tuesday evening, 2nd November, at about 8 
o'clock, till the morning of the following day." 

And your committee would further report that by the several afti- 
davits of William Rood, James Marsdep, John Remington and Chas 
Durell, produced before said committee, and respectively marked Ex- 
hibits F. G. H. L, and by the testimony of Lawrence S. Warner, it 
appears that the said Rood, Marsden Remington and Durell, appeared 
at the polls of said election, and each presented to the board a ballot 
containing (among others) the name of Henry M. Dodge for Repre- 
sentative — that a majority of said board refused to receive said votes, 
that thereupon each of them offered to take the oath required by the 
statute, which oath said board refused to administer, upon the ground 
of the non-residence of eachojf them; they having been mustered in- 
to the service of the United States as volunteers in the Brady Guards at 
Detroit, Wayne county, in June, 1847, and as soldiers of the army 
sent to the Saut. de Ste Marie, and occupying the garrison as such 
soldiers, did not, in the opinion of the board of inspectors, thereby ac- 
quire a residence in the township of St. Mary. From the testimony 
of Mr. L, S. Warner above referred to, it appears that neither of the 
four persons above named, had been residents of the township of St. 
Mary prior to the time they were stationed there as soldiers in garri- 
son : They were residents of Michigan in the Lower Peninsula when 
mustered into army service. 

And your committee would further report that^ by the testimon} of 
Elisha G. Seymour, the member of the last House of Representatives, 
for the county of Chippewa, it appears that intelligence of the pas- 
sage of act No, 64, at the session of 1847, did not reach the Saut. 
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Ste Mark antil about the middle of Mdyt and that the Bfttne did not 
reach the new counties^ in this report before namedt in season for the 
organization provided for by said act, at the time therein directed, and 
consequently no such organization was. had. 

By the depositions of Samuel Johnson, Justin Shapley and Ros- 
eel A. Coe, produced hefore the committee, and marked Exhibits 
L. M. and N., and hy the testimony of L. S. Warner, it would ap- 
pear that the said Johnson, Shaply, Coe and others come down in 
the propeller from those unorganized counties, and tendered their 
votes at the polls of said election, containing (among others) the 
name of Andrew Harvie for Representative ; claiming that the 
township of St. Mary, still embraced within its limits those unor- 
ganized counties, and alleging that the act No. 64, ahove alluded 
to, having hecome inoperative for its main purposes, the 12th sec- 
tion thereof, confining the limits of said township within the coun- 
ty of Chippewa proper, became void also. They were challenged 
'on the ground of non-residence, and the hoard of inspectors togeth- 
er with the candidate Andrew Harvie, having expressed the opin- 
ion that said section 12, was operative, they declined taking the 
oath, and did not vote. 

By the deposition of Lowel W. Tinker, marked Exhibit O., and 
testimony of L. S. Warner and Timothy S. Smith, it appears that 
Daniel Olds, A. J. Averill, Capt. of the propeller, T, C. Owen and 
Ira Owen, voted at said election — ^the said T* C. Owen swearingin 
his vote ; and from the evidence it appears that the said Olds, Ave- 
ril and T. C. Owen, hy their own statements voted a hallot contain- 
ing (among others) the name of Henry M. I>odge, for Represen- 
tative. And the said Tinker, deposes that the said Ira Owen voted 
a ballot similar to that of his brother, T. C. Owen, as depo- 
nent is informed and verily believes, (Exhibit O.) It furdier ap- 
pears from the testimony that said Olds was the Mate, and engaged 
in sailing th# propeller on Lake Superior during the past season-^ 
said Averill being the Master thereof — ^that said propeller arrived 
at the Saut de Ste Marie during the election— ~that said Olds resides 
and has resided for twelve or fourteen years, about three miles front 
the mouth of St. Joseph river, in the county of Berrien, where he 



No. l.^HoU9B OF RsPRB8BNTATtV£8. 5 

and bU brother Albert Olds, own lands or improved farms^^tbat 
said Olds, on arriving there, slated to witness Smith and others, that 
be happened there at the Saut de Ste Marie» just in time to vote, 
an his way home ; he found the polls open, and that the claimant 
Harvie, by the count that had been kept, would have had one majo^ 
rity had not he and those with him voted, and turned the scale in 
favor of Mr. Dodge, the other candidate for Representative. From 
the deposition of L. W. Tinker, (Exhibit O.,) it appears that A. J. 
AveriU, the Master of the propeller, is a citizen of the State of Il- 
linois, and resides in the city of Chicago, in said State, and that 
said AveriU did not arrive within the State <^ Michigan until after 
the tenth day of May, 1847, having then reached the Saut de Ste 
Marie for the purpose, as he stated, of taking charge of the pro- 
peller ^^Independence" during the season of navigation — that said 
AveriU did sail said propeller till about the twenty-fiflh day of No-^ 
vember, when he left the said county of Chippewa and returned to 
Chicago. 

By Exhibit O, it is also made fo appear, that T. C. Owen, one of 
the voters above named| arrived at the Saut de Ste. Marie about the 
tenth of May, 1847, and engaged in keeping a store, and continued 
thus employed until the latter part of October, 1847, when he sold 
off his goods at auction, with the avowed intention of removing from 
said place — that on the 31st of October, 1847, said Owen ** took pas- 
sage on the steamboat '< Samuel Ward," and departed for Detroit or 
St. Clair river, for which places said boat was bound, with the avow* 
ed intention of leaving the said Saut de Ste* Marie,?' From the same 
deposition, and the other testimony, it appears that said steamboat 
'* Samuel Ward" unexpectedly returned from Mackiuaw to the Saut 
de Ste. Marie, on the second day of November, 1847, having said 
Owen on board, as a passenger — that said steamboat remained abou^ 
two hours there, dunng which time said Owen voted as above statedr-^ 
that the boat then departed with the said, Oweu on board of her. Said 
Owen stated to the Board, when challenged, that he was going ta 
Newport to purchase provisions to return with in the spring. 

From the same deposition, [Exhibit O,] and from the testimony of 
L. S. Warner, it appears that Ira Owen was, during the season of 
navigation io 1847, mate on board of the steamboat ^« Samuel Ward," 
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and " had not been a restdebt of said Saut de Ste. Marie for EotLe 
months next preceding the general %lection of November, 1847:"- 
that for most of the season said steamboat was engaged in the naviga- 
tion of Lake Erie, bat became a trader to the Saut de Ste. Marie from 
about the. first of September. In regard to both of said Ovens said 
deposition alleges, *' that both the said Owens have families, but that 
the family of neither of them resided at said Saut de Ste. Marie for 
several months next before said general election-*-that the place of 
residence of said Owens and their families, is some where on the river 
St. Clair." 

The evidence from which the preceding state of facts is collated, 
was produced befote the committee by the respective claimants, and 
offered either with or without objections, as follows: 

Exhibits A and C, offered by Mr. Dor^ge, and received without ob- 
jections. Exhibit B, offered by Mr. Dodge, and received subject to 
the objection, by Mr. Harvie, that it was not properly signed and au- 
thenticated. 

Exhibit D, offered by Mr. Harvie, objected to by Mr. Dodge, and 
received subject to objection not authenticated. Exhibits E, F, G, 
H, I, J, offered by Mr. Dodge, objected to by Mr. Harvie, and recei- 
ved subject to objections. 

Exhibit K was offered by Mr. Harvie, and received without objec- 
tion; as also Exhibits L, M, N, O. 

Exhibit P, offered by Mr Dodge, received without objection. 

The witnesses Warner, Smith and Seymour, were produced before 
tbe committee by Mr. Harvie. 

Upon closing the evidence of which the preceding is a summary, 
the claimants had leave to appear, by counsel, for argument, and the 
following points were submitted by Mr. Goodwin, in behalf of Mr. 
Harvie. ' 

Points on Argument. 

1. Mr. Dodge as County Clerk of Chippewa county, was ineligi- 
ble to a seat in the Legislature. [Cites art* 4, sec. 8 of Constitution 
of Michigan.] 

2. Mr. Dodge, having been an inspector of the election, received 
the box containing the ballots and the key thereof before the canvass 
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was closed^ in violation of law, and cannot take his seat. [Cites 
Rev. Stat., p. 44, 45, sec. 2, p. 16 and 17. 

3. There were too many votes in the box : one should have been 
drawn out according to law. This not being done, Mr. Dodge can- 
not claim the seat. 

4. Soldiers retain their residence where domicilied at the time of 
enlistment, and did not become residents of Chippewa county by be- 
ing garrisoned there. [Cites Constitution, art. 2, sec. 6, for illus- 
tration.J 

5. Twenty*four of the ballots containing the name of Mr. Dodge 
for Representative, not designating the person voted for to fill the 
vacancy in the office of Senator, should not have been counted. 
[Cites Rev. Stat. p. 43, sec. 5, 8 and 9.] 

6. The three votes from the Upper Peninsula should be allowed 
to Mr. Harvie, they having desisted from voting under the advice and 
opinion of the board. 

7. There were four illegal votes cast for Mr. Dodge. 

The following facts were submitted by Mr. Peck in behalf of Mr. 
Dodge, as the converse of those submitted by Mh Goodwin : 

1. It was the intention of the Constitution to exclude only state offi- 
cers and officers of the United States from election to the Legislature. 
[Cites Constitution^ art. 6 and 7, &c.] 

2. 3. Mr. Dodge was the minority on the board of inspectors, and 
is not responsible for it:s acts. 

4. The board should have administered the oath to the soldiers 
when desired. The board nad no discretion to exercise as to receiv- 
ing votes if sworn in. Those soldiers were residents of the state be- 

< ; 

fore enlistment. 

5. The ballots were erroneous only as to the office of Senator. 

6. If the voters from the Upper Peninsula for any reason refused 
to take the oath when tendered, their votes cannot be counted for 
Mr. Harvie, 

7. As to the votes of Averill, Olds, T. C. and J. Owen, alleged to 
have been illegal, the evidence to prove for whom they voted is unsat- 
isfactory and insufficient. 

By reference to rule 34 of the House, it will be seen that *'select 
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comtnittees to whom reference ** shall be made, shall, in all cases, 
report a state of facts, and their opinion thereon, to the House.'* 

The '* state of facts*' required by this rule, your committee have 
attempted to present in the preceding pages of this report, togeth- 
er with the points taken in argument. The limits of a business^re- 
port, together with the general anxiety manifested to bring this mat- 
ter to an early decision, preclude the idea of fortifying any opinion 
we may venture to give, with the reasons therefor, in extenso. We 
shall therefore present but a condensed opinion, and cheerfully sub- 
mit the whole matter to the intelligence and justice of the House. 
For convenience of reference and arrangement, we have been in- 
duced to change the order in which the points stand arranged by 
counsel, and to consider the first point made as the last. 

Upon the second point made, the committee are unanimous in the 
opinion, that the possession of the ballots, box and key by Mr. 
Dodge, in the manner above stated, however imprudent the act on 
his part, affords no basis for the action of this house in the premises ; 
especially where no attempt is made to ibowa change in the result 
of the final canvass, arising from such possession. The proof is 
positive that the count, at the closing of the polls, and the canvass 
the next day agree. If an offence was committed, the corrective 
should be applied to Mr. Dodge, elsewhere in his character, df in- 
spector of elections, and not of claimant to a seat in this House. 

Upon the third point made, the committee areal^o unanimous in 
the opinion, that although the board of inspectors failed in the dis- 
charge of their duty in not drawing a ballot from the box and de- 
stroying it, when the excess was discovered, yet, as it is impossible to 
determine which claimant such drawing would have benefited, so it 
would be equally impolitic and wrong, as in the preceding instance, 
for the House to attempt the punishment of a township officer here. 

Upon the fourth point made, the committee are also agreed in 
opinion, that so far as the issue made between these claimants is 
concerned, it is entirely immaterial now, whether those soldiers 
were able to acquire or had acquired a residence vnthin the town- 
ship of St. Mary, or not : or whether the said board of inspectors 
should have administered the oath and received their votes or not. 
In no contingency can the votes they intended to, but did not give, 
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be coutkted to either claimant. The converse of this propoaitiuu 
would, in practice, be hazardous in the extreme, and a manifest 
breach of law. Were we now to determine the action of the board, 
to have been clearly erroneous, it would advance the rights of neith- 
er, but might prejudice the claims of both. 

Upon the fifth point made, your committee also concur in opin- 
ion, that the requisition oi the statute, that the names of all pei*8pn« 
voted for,. should be placed upon one baHol:, was purely a regular- 
lion for convenience, apd that in placing the names there and de- 
signating the office to be filled, an irregularity as to one office or 
candidate could aot invalidaf;e a ballot otherwise regular, except 
protanto* The twenty-four ballots alluded to were valid and were 
properly counted and qilowed upon the canvass, except as to the 
office of Senator^ 

Upon the sixth point, the committee are equally agreed, that the 
three eleatprs from the Upper Pebinsula, having declined taking the 
oath when, tendered, under challenge, were rightfully denied the priv- 
ilege of vQ^ing : apd having failed to vote, for any reason whatever, 
neither claimant can be benefitted by their intentioris. 

Upon the'sevjenth point made, the committee are unanimous in 
opinion aleo^ It is proved past doubt, that Daniel Olds, J* A. Averill, 
T. C« Ow.ep» a|id Ira Owen all voted at the election held at tha Sault 
de Ste Marie, on the %d November, IS47. But no presumption ari- 
869 from thatfactas to which of the claimants they voted for. The 
testimony of Mr. Warner, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tinker,^ clearly es- 
tablishes the fact that the. three first named voters, informed them 
personally that they voted for Henry M. Dodge for Representative; 
That 8i»ph proof before a legislative body is relevant and competent, 
the majority of the committee believe cannot be doubted, and in their 
view is sufficient it uncontradicted. The proof in the opinion of 
the committ^ as, tu the Qon*residence of :wo if not three of said four 
voters, is cleai:ly and fully established. The majority of the commit- 
tee are therefore agreed, that their votes should be regarded as illegal, 
ond should be deducted from the number counted to Henry M. Dodge 
in the capvasQ. 

Upon the first point made, and the last in the order of arrange- 
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ment adopted by your commi(tee» they can give at present but a mi- 
nority opinion, as one member of the committee has been prevented 
by indisposition from entering upon this investigation at all, and two 
of the remaining members not feeling at liberty to give an opinion in 
the premises. The provision of the constitution, under which this 
point has arisen, is contained in sec. 8, art. 4, and reads as follows : 

"No person holding any office under the United States, or of this 
state, officers of the militia, justices of the peace^ associate judges of 
the circuit and county courts, and postmasters excepted^ shall be eli- 
gible to either house of the legislature." 

The main question arising under this restrictive clause of the consti- 
tution, is one of<»^nstruction as to the proper range and extent of the 
inclusion: Wire the framers of our organic law, acting in reference 
to an existing state of things, and the tenure by which offices were 
then held? Or were they providing for a new state of things — pre- 
scribing regulations for new offices about to be established, and defi- 
ning the qualifications of candidates for the offices created by, and to be 
filled under the new organization? It is worthy of remark here, that 
at the time of the adoption of the section under consideration by the 
convention, Michigan was not a Stale — ^there were no officers of State, 
and no Houses of the legislature. And yet, this very section, by its 
language, pre-supposes a separate State organization — the establish- 
ment of offices thereunder, and the exbtence of a legislature consist- 
ing of difierent branches or Houses. Again, if we look at the excep* 
tion contained in the section, we shall find that provision is made in 
the constitution itself for the election or commissioning of three class- 
es of the officers enumerated. Is it not idle, then, to contend that the 
section under consideration had reference to an existing state of things 
and to offices created and filled under a territorial government, then 
vanishing, and destined to become extinct by the adoption of the new 
constitution, containing the identical proposition now under considera^ 
tioni It appears to us, that this section had its inceptive operation 
when the constitution was adopted, and thenceforth became a substan;. 
tive rule of action to the electors, in the choice of candidates for office. 

The force and true effect of the word ''eligible," appeals to us 
equally clear. Springing from the same root, it of course has the 
same signification with itssynonime ''elected," apd necesserily im- 
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plies atid requires in the candidate certain qualifications rendering him 
^'fit to be chosen.'* The want of ^eligibility in the [candidate, pre- 
cludes the choice of the elector* from falling upon him, and render^ 
void, from its very inception, every vote cast for him. 

* 

In aid of the foregoing]concIusions, the minority of your committee 
would beg leave to refer to what appears to have been the obvious in- 
tention of theTramers of the constitution. What was*the evil they 
apprehended might arise; and what was the corrective by them devi- ' 
sed and prescribed? Clearly they apprehended that the incumbent of 
office being a candidate for either House of the legislature, might, by 
*Hhe appliances of station/' give himself a factitious importance-— ex- 
ert an undue influence over the freedom of choice in the elector, and 
indirectly, at least impair the purity and integrity of the elective 
franchise. They must have foreseen that the evil they feared might 
annually occur, and in the section now being considered framed the 
remedy for equal duration, and co-extensive application. Certainly 
then, the section still applies, with undiminished force to the incumbent 
of **any oSice of thu 8iaie,'^ not included in the exception, and by it 
the validity of the votes cast must be tested. To suppose that a disa- 

♦ 

bility at the election under this section, can be subsequently removed 
by the member elect, would render the provision entirely nugatory^ 
as a corrective. 

If the foregoing conclusions are correct^ then, in the opinion of 
the minority of your cbmmittee, there remains but one further ques- 
tion of importance on this branch of the case^ and that is, what are 
the ** offices of this State," legitimately embraced in this constitution- 
al inhibition ? Upon this question, a diversity of opinion may arise. 
In the broad sonde of the term ** every constitutional office, and every 
office created by legislative or statutory enactment, the functions of 
wbich are to be discharged by a citizen, are ^'offices of this State." But 
for the purposes of this investigation^ it Is fortunate that the excep- 
tion contained in the section itself, gives point and range to its appli- 
eation. All persons holding State offices proper, and all persons hold- 
ing offices filled by appointments, commissions or licenses, under the 
hand df the Governor, are obviously included, else, what was the ne- 
cessity of specially excepting militia officers, commissioned by the . 
Governor 1 To show that officers denominated county officers ore 



included, '^ Associate judges of the circuit and county courts^' are 
specially excepted. To show that oflScers denominated township of- 
ficers are included, we find justices of the peace specially excepted. 
Is it not then manifestly true, that the exception defines the rule, and 
that the excluwm of one of an equal grade or class, necessarily im* 
plies the indunon of tHe remainder. If then the petty office of a 
justice of the peace, would have disqualified a person for the office of 
Representative but for the special exception : is it not to be deemed 
settled, that a county clerk without the exception* is not eligible to the 
House ? If the appliances of a township office are to be deemed dan- 
gerous in the hands of a candidate for Representative honors, by how 
much more dangerous would be the appliances of a county officer, 
whose powers and duties not only reach to the limits of the represen- 
tative district, but who, ex-officio, is constituted by statute, an officer of 
the State, discharging many important functions of the State govern- 
ment proper f 

As the case under consideration does not require the expression of 
an opinion as to any office not created{by and recognized in the con- 
stitution, and as doubts may perhaps be well entertained as to the in- 
clusion of offices purely statutory or municipal, the committee would 
not wish to ber understood as giving an opinion in regard to those 
offices. 

The constitution recognizes the office of county clerk, and provides 
for the election of that officer by the electors of the county. The 
office then is not the creature of statute law, or mbnicipal regula* 
tions. It is an office of this state, within the scope and meaning of 
the section now under copsideration. Such being the views of the 
minority of your committee, they have no hesitation in giving their 
opinion that the votes cast at the general election, Nov. 2, 1847, in 
the township of St. Mary and county of Chippewa, for Henry M. 
Dodge, for Representative were void, said Dodge being at tbe time 
county clerk of Chippewa county, and as such, not eligible to either 
House of the Legislatui e. 

F. J. LITTLEJOHN, 
CA'n SdM Cofnmittce. 
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Ei^BCUTivE Office, > 
Michigan, January 21, 1848. ) 
To the House of Representatives : 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 20th iiistant, requesting *' a report of the disbursements 
made under the appropriation of the Legislature of 1847, by vir- 
tue of a joint resolution entitled 'joint resolutions on the existing 
war with Mexico,' approved February IZ, 1847," I transmit a re- 
port from the Auditor General, and the document by which it is 
accompanied. 

EPAPHRO. RANSOM. 



Auditor General's Office, > 
Michigan, January 21, 1848. ) 

TS> the Gotemor of the State of Michigan : 

The Auditor General, to whom was referred a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, dated the 20th instant,, by which it was 

** Resolvedf That the Governor be, and he is hereby requested to 
transmit to this House * a report of the disbursements made unde): 
the appropriation of the Le^slature of 1847, by virtue of a joint 
reaolution entitled 'joint resolutions on the existing war with Mex* 
ico,' approved February 13, 1847," has the honor to lay before the 
Governor a statement of the disbursements made under the joint 
resolution referred to, being a schedule of the orders drawn by the 
Governor of this State, at various times, against the said appropria- 
tion. 

Very respectfully, &c,, 

H. L. WHIPPLE, 
De2h Auditm' GeneraL 
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Sfaiement of Dabwtements made ynder Joint RetohUum Pb. 9^ qp- 

proved Febmary 13, 1847 : 
Not. 1, 1847. 

F'd GoT.Oreenly's order in favor of T. B. W. Stockton, $25 00 

11 do do do do Lt S. Chadmckjr., 200 00 

12 do do do do Capt. G. N. Buel, 268 50 
16 do do do do do A.H. Hanscom, 100 00 
16 do do do do do G. N. Buel, 75 00 

16 do do do do do Daniel Hicks, 300 00 

17 do do do do do G.N. Buel, 178 35 
24 do do do do do A^XLHaoaeom, 500 1)0 
26 do do do do do G.N. Bue1» 66 76 
26 do do do do Col. T. B. W. Stockton, 276 00 
26 do do do do Capt. F. W. Cortenius, 605 30 

26 do do do do John HuIK 39 74 
36 do do do do Capt. I. S. Rowland, 200 00 

27 'do do do do do N. Greusel, jr., 658 61 

29 do do do do do F. W. Cortenius, 337 04 

30 do do do do.Lieut. E. Wright, dl 50 
30 do do do do Capt. G. N. ]MieI, 50 ) 
30 do do do do Lieut. Jofaii.G. Denel, 400 00 
30 do do do do Capt. A. H; Hanscom, 200 00 
December. 

1 do do id do Capt. W. W. Deane, 394 04 

2 do do do do do I);. Hicks, 100 00 
2 do do do do. A. S. Williams, 18 00 

2 do do do Jo Lieut. W. L. Whipple, G3 00 

3 do do do do.Capt. W. W. Deane, 100 00 
3 do do do do.Lieut. DclosDayis, 120 00 
3 do do do do do. J. M* Ste^vart, 250 00 
3 do do do . do Capt. D. Hk-ks, 450 00 
3 do do do do Juhn Murray, 111 00 

13 do do do do Capt. L S. Rowland, 50 00 

14 do do do d6 John Murray, 17 .50 
14 d) do do do Da^il Smart, 419 50 
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l/> do do do , do Lieut. J. M. Stewart, 400 00 

1^ dt> do do do Capt. Van Arman, 400 00 

15 do onhis receipt^ a copy of which ia hereto annex'd, 2514 .26 i 

4110,000 00 



COPY OP GOV. GREENLY's RECEIPT. 

Executive Ofpice, \ 
Detroit, Decanber 15, 1847. ] 

Received of G. B. Cooper, State Treasurer, two thousand five 

hundred and fourteen 26-100 dollars, lieingthe balance of the ten 

thousand dollars appropriation, made by joint resolution entitled 

joint resolutioiis ou the existing war with Mexico, approved Feb- 

ruaiy 13, 1847, which remains unexpended at this date. 

WM. L. GREENLY, i 



Auditor Generai/s Office, > 
MicJiigan, Jan, 21, 1849. J 

I hereby certify that the above is a correct statement of the dis- 
bursement of tlie ten thousand dollars appropriated by joint resolu- 
iifm Na 9, approved February 13, 1847, as appears from tine orders 
oud receipt q€ Gov. Greeiily, on file in this office. 

H. L. WHIPPLE, 
Dcimty Auditor GenaaL 
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REPORT ON JOINT RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE CLINTON AND KALA- 
MAZOO CANAL. 

The committee on federal relations, to whom was referred a joint* 
resolution relative to the construction of the Clinton and Kalama- 
zoo Canaly respectfiiUy report: 

That the resolution proposes to request and instruct our delega- 
tion in Congress, to endeavor to obtain for ^is State, to aid in the 
construction of said canal, a grant of lands from the general govern- 
ment, upon the basis of a bill which has heretofore passed the Se- 
nate of the United States. That bill provided for a grant of aker- 
nate sections, four miles wide, on the line of our principal works 
of internal improvement. That such. an appropriation, at this time, 
would be of vast benefit to the State, and sound policy on ihb part 
of the federal government, your committee cannot doubt. 

The practice of donating lands by Congress to the new States, 
for purposes of internal improvement, has been frequent and set- 
tled for near half, a century. Such grants are a powerful means 
of promoting the sale of the imceded lands. In this country thou- 
sands are desirous of farms, and capable of improving them, who 
cannot command money to make the purchase. By prosecuting 
public works, under appropriations of land, issuing a scHp payable 
in land, much of which passes to the hands of the laborer, he is en- 
abled to exchange his capital, which is industry, for a farm which 
becomes his home; locations and improvements are made, im- 
migration is drawn in that direction, contiguous lots are called for, 
and settlements press and spread forward with a compound pro^ ' 
gression. If the work in progress happens to be in the vicbity of 
the unsold lands^ it tends to enhance their value and insure their 
sale. 
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These views are peculiarly appliciable to the proposed grant. 
The United States own in the lower peninsula of Michigan, twelve 
or fifteen millions of acres. These lie mainly in that section where 
the works now owned by the State, or in contemplation, are loca- 
ted. The completion of these improvements would open that im- 
mense and unsettled, but rich and fertile region, almost solely own- 
ed by the general government, to the navigable waters of the lakes 
and the markets of the east. Indeed, the great obstacle to the set- 
tlement of this country is its difSculty of access and ^ts distance 
from market. As a great landholder, the United States would 
consult its true interest by encoun^ng these works, fay aiding 
liberally in their construction, by appropriating a small poitioa nf 
this immense property to render the rasidne valuable and vendible. 
An individual of ordinary sagacity, in like circumstances would 
ad6pt this policy and thereby promote his private interest. 

This State has peculiarly strong and equitable claims upon Con* 
gress, for additional and liberal grants of the public domain. When 
our system of internal improvements was projected^ about twelve 
years ago, the United States owned the soil of three-fourths of the 
entire peninsula. The system, which was on a large scale, embra« 
dng the various sections of the State, caused a rapid sale of the 
public lands within our borders. The expenditure of several mil* 
liens by the State was in fkct for the joint benefit of this untaxed 
landlord and our own inhabitants-— chiefly for the fi>nner. The 
advantages to our people were prospective, and l\ave never been 
fully realized — the benefit to the general goverument was positive, 
immediate and important. The burden is entirely up<m this State* 
Unable to complete the system and secure the andeipated reftimsy 
we have still to meet the exigency by heavy taxation. 

Over $500,000 have already been ei^pended upon the works atill 
owned by the State, which, without the proposed aid, will be a 
toStal loss. With such assistance it is confidently hoped they can 
be finished and made available. Experience proves that lands can 
be used profitably in this way. 

Our nearest neighbors, Ohio and Indiana, have shared largely 
the liberality of the general government. The former, widi an 
area hardly equal to the lower peninsula alone, and a third less 
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than the entire State, has received from Congress for internal in* 
provement, considerable ever a miUion of acres. Indiana^ also 
less in extent than Michigan, has xeceiTed from the same source 
lor the same purpose, more than a million and a half of acres — 
upwards of three fold the quuitity granted to this State for that 
objecL 

Under these circumstances, your committee belicTe that Con- 
gress cannot, with a proper regard to equity and consistency, with- 
hold the grant contemplated by the resolution. On every principle 
of justice and poHcy, we are authorized to ask and to receive. 

The resolution is reported back with an amendment <md its pas* 
eage recommended. 

H. STONE, ChmrmoM. 
E. L. CLARK, 
R. B. DIMOND, 
J. P. KING. 



Betoluiion mative to the Public Worla of the State of Michigan. 

Raolvedt by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
State of Michigan, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress be and they are hereby requested, to endeavor to obtain from 
the general government a grant of alternate sections of land on the 
line of our unsold public works, to aid in their construction, upon 
die basis of a bill that has heretofore passed the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Resolved^ That his Excellency, the Governor of this state, be and 
he hereby is requested to transmit a copy of said resolution to each 
of the Senators and Representatives in Congress, from this state. 



House, ) * ^ Limslator^ 

No. 4. i ^ I 1848. 



REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL RELATIVE 
TO THE TITLE TO THE CAPITOL BUILDING AND 
GROUNDS IN THE CITY OF DETROIT. 

To the Legislature of the State of Michigan : 

In obedience to a joint resolution approved March 17, 1847, by 
which the Attorney General was requested to examine into tke 
title of the State to the building then occupied by the Legislature, 
and to the lot on which the same is situated, and report the facts 
and his opinion thereon to the next legislature, the ufidenigited 
respectfully reports : 

That in 1805 the Territory of Michigan was organized, and the 
seat of government established at Detroit. In June, 1805, after 
the organization of the Territory, the old town of Detroit was cob- 
Slimed by fire, and in 1806 the Congress of the United 8^te« 
passed an act, authorizing the Governor and Judges of the Terri- 
tory to lay out a town, including the whole of the old town of De- 
troit and ten thousand acres adjacent, Except such parts as th« 
President of the United States should direct to be reserved for the 
use of the military department ; authorizing them to examine aod 
finally adjust all claims to lots therein, and give deeds for the same» 
to grant to every person or his legal representatives, who, not owing 
allegiance to any foreign power, and being above the age of sev- 
enteen years, did, on the 11th day of June, 1805, when the fire oc- 
curred, own or inhabit a house in' the same, a lot in said towfi.«— 
This act provided that the land remaining of the said tea tbottsand 
acres, after satisfying the aforesaid claims should be bM by tb* 
Governor and Judges, and the proceeds thereof applied by ibmm 
towards hMing a comtiam^andjaSiMaeiatm of Bm^ IMtt 
this act the Governor and Judges in 1807» laid out the chy of Xlt» 
troit, and a plan thereof was, on the ISth day of AprUia tbat jisr, 
ky th#Ri adc^f ed wtti mde a puMie fe^ri. This pht MlfUti 
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ieveral pieces of ground, marked thereon " sections" and number- 
ed from one to thirteen. These pieces of ground for the mostpart, 
and such is the case with section eight, upon which the capitol, as 
it has been of late called, stands, are not surrounded by streets, but 
appear to be open spaces of different forms and sizes, and upon 
which the lots of the city are bounded. 

The purposes for which these sections were designed are not 
laarked on them, nor do they appear from the map« nor from any 
tbio^ accompanying it Out of the proceeds of the ten thousand 
acre tract a jail was built in 1819 upon section seven, and in 1824, 
firom the same fund, the building in question was erected on aection 
eight After its completion the Territorial legislature held its ses- 
sions in it ; the convention which framed the constitution set there ; 
iipeti the organization of the State Government the legislature as- 
aembled there and continued there to hold its sessions until the re- 
moval of the seat of government. 

Byithe 3d section of an act of Congress approved August 29, 
iB%2, h is enacted, that any land or other property, remaining, ex* 
cepi Ae court house and jail created under the act of 1606, after sat- 
isfying all just claims provided for in the first section of that act, is 
crested in the mayor, recorder and aldermen of the city of Detroit. 

The foregoing is a summary, but I believe correct, statement of 
the eaaictments of Congress, and of the acts of the Governor and 
Judges having a material bearing upon the question submitted to 
liie» That question is, what title has the State to this lot and build- 
iflg } I have not been able in any view I have taken of the &cts 
in the ease, to come to the conclusion that the State has or ever 
had any title to either. 

The next year after the oi^anization of the territory, and the es- 
tabUshmeat of its Beat of government at DetrcMt,. Congress made 
Hie provision above referred to, £>r the erection of a court housot 
•Hd directed it to be buDt at the seat of government, or in othejr 
n^s, in Pcftroit It was beyond question, to be built ^/or ike ap- 
t9tmiMUam^ ^ l%e imntorudj^igia^Md otl^er territorial officenn- 
^"the general government^ it was to be baih out of mo- 
^om dale of gajifcrnmenC lai^ ; it was to be built u|Km 



•grwild* hAmBingt^ fJ^ g^etimieal^ to be jdfAigiaated £>ir.itet ptior- 
pooe 1^ the GovecQoi: and ja4geQ of the teriitorji whp, &Mr |hi»pfi|- 
poiM were the mere ageiUta of the goverbment. Such were the pur- 
poses and tbv means for, and by which this building was erected, 
andf4a.it w^awfed during the territorial government. 

How did this state acquire «nj -$i|l^o iht^ fipwpl^y % W^ ])ave 
it not by any grant from the genet af- govertiment. We have not 
been in possession long enough, if that possession be adverse, and 
if it could avail us any thing against the government, (which it 
could not,) to make it the basis of title. 

Whether this property belongs to the general government ; or, 
whether by the laying out of the town of Detroit, by the Governor 
and judges, under the act of Congress of 1806, and the sale of the 
lots fronting on this piece of ground, it then being one of the open 
public spaces designated upon the town plat, it was dedicated to 
the public, does not come within the scope of this inquiry. I will, 
however, say that the supreme court of this state, in the case of 
Briscoe and another, vs. the auditors of the county of Wayne, has 
determined that the jail in Detroit, which, as we have seen, was 
built uipder the same authority, by the same means and under the 
same circiunstances, was a nuisance, public and private, upon the 
ground that it was built upon one of these open spaces — a decision 
unquestionably correct, and founded upon well settled principles 
of law, unless there should be something in the circumstances of 
the case, growing out of the express direction contained in the 
grant of these lands, to appropriate a part of their proceeds to the 
erection of a court house and jail, for the use of the general govern- 
ment, in the Uncn of Detroit, to take it out of the operation of these 
principles. 

Did the government intend that these buildings should be put 
upon grounds dedicated to the public or to the town of Detroit ? 
* or, did it intend that the ground upon which they might be built 
should be reserved, and still remain the property of the general go« 
vemment T This, however, is a question between the city of De- 
troit and the government — a question perhaps not much conside^red 
in the decision of the supreme court above referred to ; but one 
upon which the act of Congress of 1842 would seem to be ezpres- 
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• 

•iTO of «n opinion of that body, that the title to tfaoto piocoi of 
ground was roBerred by and remains in the general goTernment. 

Very respeetfiilly, 

E. MUNDY. 

ArroMfiT GsifBiut'e Qtffum. \ 
Michigm^ Jasmary 34, lt48. ) 



House, ( 5 

No. 5. i I 



Legislature, 

1849. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL IMPROVE-^ 
MENT RELATIVE TO THE SALE OP INTERNAL IM- 
PROVEMENT LANDS, &c. 

The committee on Internal Improvement to whom was referred 
the following resolution : 

**R€solved, That the committee on Internal Improvements enquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for the sale of the unap- 
propriated lands granted to the State by Congress, for Internal Im- 
provement purposes, and of applying the proceeds thereof in pay- 
ment of interest on the Internal Improvement debt* and report by 
bill or otherwise ;" 

Respectfully report, that they have had the subject under careful 
consideration, and after due deliberation thereon, have arrived at 
the following adverse conclusion : 

1st. In entering upon their duties, your committee have had di* 
rect reference to ^e act of Congress donating those lands to the 
State. Said act was approved Sept. 4, 1841, and by reference to 
the 9th section thereof it is found that the improvements to be 
miade with those lands, are limited to roads, railways, bridges, ca- 
nals, improvement of water courses and draining swamps, and that 
th^ transportation of the mails, munitions of war and troops on those 
highways are forever to be free from toll or charge upon the United 
States. 

2nd. In the sale of our works of Internal Improvements, these 
rights have not been reserved to the United States. 

dd. In the opinion of your committee, these lands cannot be con* , 
verted into cash for a long period of time, and hence would not 
meet the object sought for. 

4t}i. They may be disposed of and settled in a short period of 
time if, they are offered for labor, to be expended in the regions of 
country where they are situated. 

1 
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5th. Such settlement of these lands will necessarily add to our 
wealth and population, and in that way will soon materially increase 
the amount of our taxable property, 

6th. The diversified objects to which these lands may be applied 
under the act of Congress, clearly conveys the idea that the dona- 
tion wa« intended to benefit the early settlers in the newer regions 
of the State, in the same degree at least, as the older and more 
populous parts thereof. 

7th. A large amount of these lands have already been appropri- 
ated and expended in the south and eastern portions of the Statet 
where the inhabitants are provided with good roads and railways, 
and facilities for getting to market with their produce, which must 
render them prosperous in a high degree. 

8th. An approximation toward even-handed justice, would, in 
the opinion of your committee, seem to require, that the remainder 
of our Internal Improvement lands, should be appropriated to open- 
ing and improving roads, building bridges, removing obstructions 
in our navigable rivers, &c., &;c., in the newer and less populous 
regions of the State — and which have hitherto almost necessarily 
been without the pale of the sustaining measures of the State. 

9th. Such a disposition of these lands as your committee recom 
mend, would not only add largely to the taxable valuation of 
property in the State, at large, but would aid the settlers in the 
newer counties (by giving them facilities of getting to market) 
much better to endure the onerous and heavy burthens of direct 
taxation which is now awaiting them, and which they are at pres- 
ent but poorly prepared to sustain. 

10th. These lands were granted to the State for the purposes 
heretofore mentioned, in September, 1841, and must naturally have 
been intended to be prospective in their application to our work^ 
of internal improvement, and cannot without a manifest perversion 
of the true intent of the donation, be applied to the payment of lia- 
bilities incurred prior to the act of donation. 

From the above reasons among many others that might be ad- 
duced, your committee are unanimous in the conclusion, that the 
disposition of the Internal Improvement Lands of the State, in the 



No. 5. — H0U8B OF Represent ATI vEii. 3 

'1 

manner suggested by said resolution , would be inexpedient, in vio* ': 

lation of the intention of the grant, and manifestly unjust i 

R. GROUSE, Ch'n Com. m hCt Imp'U 
Michigan^ Janwoury 28, 1847. \ 



House. ^ S I-«Efii»i'ATURB, 

No. 6. \ f 1848. 



REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND 

MEANS. 

The eotmnittee of waya and means, to whom was referred the 
resoiation inquiring " as to the expediency of so amending the ex- 
isting provisions of law, in relation to the returns of delinquent tax- 
es, and the proceedings in relation thereto, as to provide for the 
return of said delinquent taxes to the county treasurers, and for 
all subsequent proceedings to be had in the counties, respective- 
ly," having considered the same, direct their chairman to report 
thereon, that, in the opinion of a mt^ority of your committee, any 
such alteration in existing laws, would be inexpedient, fqr the fol- 
lowing reasons : 

Amendments to a regular tax system should be made with the 
utmost caution, inasmuch as their direct tendency is to embarrass 
the operations of collecting officers, and not unfrequently to induce 
mistakes and errors that will ultimately invalidate the whole pro- 
eeedkigs. 

The present system of returning delinquent taxes to the audiior 
general, the committee believe the best calculated to insure thor- 
ough and perfect examination, all proper rejections for errors in 
description, and that general accuracy so necessary in forming the 
basis of a valid sale* A moment's reflection will convince any per- 
son, that the prompt and full collection of all taxes legally imposed, 
must depend to a great extent, upon a general confidence in the 
validity of State tax titles. Destroy that confidence, and you de- 
ter purchasers from investing their funds at your sales, and throw 
a large portion of the lands delinquent for taxes upon the hands 
of the State, with little hope of speedily realizing the requisite 
amount of revenue. 

Your committee are far from assuming the position that a large 

1 
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majority of the county treasurers would be found incompetent to 
discharge the additional duties that would be devolred upon them 
by the proposed change. But they do assume it as a fact, settled 
by the experience of the past, that cases of incompetency would 
occur, sufficiently numerous to more than counterbalance all the 
advantages to be derived from the proposed change, on the score 
of economy. 

Instead of the uniformity arising from individual action and con- 
struction) we should have the various decisions and complex inter- 
pretations of rising of thirty treasurers. And when we come to 
the sale ax^d conveyance, we are admonished by past experience to 
anticipate many and fatal errors. 

As to the return of delinquent taxes to the Auditor General, with 
the provision for payment of taxes at either office up to the time 
of sale, no one can doubt that the convenience of the tax payer is 
best consulted. The non-resident, having lands scattered in many 
counties, can, by the appointment of a single agent, at the capital, 
and at trifling expense, pay his taxes at once ; whilst, by the receipt 
of those taxes at the county treasury b^ those desirous of paying 
there, any deficiency in receipts by the township treasurer to meet 
the county tud township tax, is promptly supplied. By the act 
of 1847, the privilege of paying at either office is extended through' 
the time of redemption after sale. 

Your committee, then, for the above brief reasons are induced to 

report against the expediency of the proposed alteration in the 

< 

present tax system. 

F. J. LITTLEJOHN, 

Chairman, 



House. } ( Legislature, 

No. 7. S / 1848. 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ORGANIZA- 
TION OF TOWNS AND COUNTIES. 

The committee on the organization of towns and counties^ to 
whom was referred the petitions of citizens of Lapeer, Macomb, 
St. Clair and Oakland, praying for the organization of a new coun- 
ty, to be called the county^ of Almont, with its county site at the 
village of Almont, report: 

That they have endeavored to bestow upon the subject a care- 
ful and unprejudiced consideration, and find that the proposed new 
county would embrace the entire west range of towns in St. Clair, 
the entire east range, together with the towns of Dryden and 
Attica, in Lapeer, the townships of Bruce and Armada, in Ma- 
comb, and the township of Addison, or the north east township in 
Oakland county, and would be thirty-three miles long, from north 
to south, twelve miles vfide upon the north line, and eighteea 
miles wide upon its south line, and would contain five hundred and 
four (504) square miles, wiih a population (according to the last 
census) of six thousand two hundred and seventeen, (6217.) That, 
of this territory, two hundred and thirty-four (234) square miles, 
vnth a population of two thousand five hundred and sixty* seven, 
{2567,) would be taken fi:om the county of Lapeer ; one hundred 
and fiixty-two (162) square miles, with a population of four hundred 
and seventy-six, (476,) from the county of St. Clair; seventy^two 
(72) square miles, with a population of two thousand four hu^ndred 
and forty-five, (2445,) from the county of Macomb, and thirty-six 
(36) square miles, with a population of seven hundred and twenty- 
nine, (729,) from the county of Oakland. 

Ey a reference to the census aforesaid, it vnll be seen that the 
population of Lapeer county, ad now constituted, is five thousand 
three hundred and fourteen, (5314,) or nine hundred and three 
(903) less than the population that would be embraced in the pro- 

1 
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posed new county, and which would be reduced by the organiza* 
lion asked for, to two thousand seven hundred and forty-seven, 
(2747,) or three hundred and sixty -one (361) less than half the 
number of the population that is sought to be incorporated into 
the proposed new county, or nearly half of the entire population of 
Lapeer. 

In point of territory, the county of Lapeer would yet contain a 
trifle more than the minitnum number of square miles prescribed 
by the constitution, still we should not disregard the fact that a con- 
siderable portion of the northern part of its territory does not now, 
and for a long time to come will Tiot, in all probability, contain bat 
a very sparse population. Nor should we forget that five years 
since, when the county of Genesee contained more tenitory, and 
far more population than would belefl to Lapeer, (if the proposed 
measure should be adopted,) the Legislature deemed it proper to 
increase the size of Genesee by taking from Lapeer an entire range 
of its towns on the west. 

Macomb county, now the smallest in the State, in point of terri- 
tory, would, by the organization of the ^proposed new county, be 
despoiled of two of its best farming towns, containing a population 
ef two thousand four hundred and forty-five (2445,) and would be 
reduced to three hundred and ninety -two (392) square miles, or 
eight (8) square miles less than the minimum limit fixed by the 
constitution, and seventy-six (76) square miles less than the tern- 
ritory proposed to be embraced in the new county. 

St. Clair county would also suffer to a considerable degree, in 
being deprived of so large an extent of territory, and although it is 
somewhat larger than many other counties, still, your committee, 
by considering its locality and present advantages, its population 
and boundaries, are of the opinion that it was not without good 
reason that it was organized with more than usual territory. 

Oakland would suffer less than either of the other counties, by 
the adoption of the proposed measure^ as it would still contain 
more than the average, both of population and territory. But the 
township sought to be taken from that county would be severed 
from a county with which it has a natural connection, and placed in 
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a perfectly unnatural and forced connection with towns in which 
it has no intercourse, either commercially or otherwise. 

Your committee believe it to be an unwise policy, unnecessarily 
to multiply small counties by the dismemberment of those already 
established, as thereby the aggregate of expenses for sustaining 
county organizations, providing suitable county buildings, and sus- 
taining an efficient judiciary system throughout the State, would be 
greatly augmented, and although a portion of the petitioners may 
be subjected at present to considerable inconvenience in their com- 
munications with their county sites, still, your committee are confi- 
dent that such inconvenience is owing principally to the bad condi- 
tion of the roads, incident to a newly settled country, and is conse- 
quently of a temporary character, and will cease to exist as that 
vicinity becomes more densely populated, for if distance from their . 
present county site is the principal basis of the application for the 
organization of the new county, then are the petitioners from La- 
peer, (who constitute a vast majority of all the petitioners,) guilty of a 
most glaring inconsistency, for by reference to the map, it will be 
seen that the most remote point in said county is but thirty-two 
miles distant firom the county site of that county, (following the 
section line,) while the most remote point in the new county, from 
its proposed county site, would be thirty-four miles. 

The petitions referred to your committee ask for the territory 
that has hereinbefore been described ''or as you in your wisdom 
may direct," yet, we cannot feel justified in recommending the re- 
quest of said petitioners (as has been suggested) by the territory 
asked from Lapeer and St. Clair, exclusively, for by so doing, (in 
our opinion,) great injustice would be done to said counties, and the 
county site asked to be established in the new county would be 
but two miles from its south line, while it would be twenty-five 
miles from the north line. ' 

Your committee, therefore, are unanimous in the opinion that 
the evil consequences which would be inflicted upon others, would 
greatly overbalance any benefit which would be conferred upon 
the petitioners by granting their prayer^ and consequently report 
adversely to the same. 

MINOT T. LANE,. 

Chairman. 
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REPORT OP CENTRAL RAIL ROAD COMPANY. 



Secretary op State's Office, > 
January 29, IS^S. J 

To the Speaiker of the Home of Repraentaives : 

Sir : — ^In obedience to the reaolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives, adopted the 28th instant, I herewith transmit a copy of the 
jannual report of the Michigan Central Railroad Company for the 
year 1847, made to this office in pursuance of section tbirty-twoof 
the act entitled an act to authorize the sale of the Central Railroad, 
and to iacorpofate the Michigan Central Railroad Company. 

Very respectfully. 

Your ob't servant, 
G. O. WHITTEMORE, 
Secretary of State. 



Report qf the Michigan Central RaU Road Company from January 
1st, 1847, to December Ist, 1847, made agreeably to the d2d section 
of the original charter of said Company^ and the \st section of the 
act of March l^th, 1847 .• 

Length of road, 145 miles. 

Amount expended for construction from January 1, 1847, to Dec. 
1, 1847, ^ $1,126,553 91 

Amount oi indebtedness of the Co. for materials 
or work in progress of delivery or execution on 
account of construction and included in construc- 
tion, 58,000 00 
Capital stock subscribed, 2,200,000 00 
Capital stock paid in, 2,200,000 00 
Amount of money received for all loans made by 
the road agreeably to the 33d sec. of charter, 757,100 00 

1 / 
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Dividelid on capital stock of $2,200,000 from Sept. 
23d, 1846, to Dec. 1, 1847, 8 percent., 

Receipts fromireigbt (11 months,) $233,862 72 

do do {passengers, do 125,174 61 

do do other sourcesjdo 6,761 52 



176,000 00 



No. of through passengers, 
do way do 


11,762 
52,414 


365,798 85 

» 


Expenditures for operating the Rood, (IX MontTu,) 
Repairs of road, $33,494 46 


do of engines, 
do cars. 




26,717 67 
13,611 32 


Other expenditures, 


16 


76,248 51 

150 071 96 


No. of engines, 




do passenger cars, 
do freight do 


8 
170 




do baggage, do 
do other cars, 


4 
94 





Average number of men, 274 

Number of miles run by passenger trains, 83,780 

do do do freight trains, 164,183 

do do do other trains, 32,200 

J. M. FORBES, ) nvr^//-.. 
GEO. B. UPTON. / -^^«^'- 

State of Massachusetts, Suffolk, ss., Boston, December 20, 1847. 
Personally appeared before me, John M. Forbes and George B. 
Upton, and made affidavit to the truth of the above report, by them 
subscribed, according to their best knowledge and belief. 

B.T. REED, 
Justice of the Peace. 
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LEOISLATtJmC, 

184S. 



Auditor General's Oefice, 
Michigan^ February 8, 1848. 

Hon. a. W. BceL, Speaker of ike House of Representatives : 

Sir: — The following resdution, which passed the House 'yoster^ 

terday, I have had the honor to receive, viz : 

^^Rcaclvedj That the auditor general be requested to furnish to 
this House, at his earliest convenience, an estimate of the annual 
expenses accruing in his office consequent upon the return of non- 
resident delinquent taxes to said office, including in the items, 
blanks, blank books, and other stationary, clerk hire, general and 
special agents, postages and all other necessary expenditures there- 
to belonging." 

Subjoined is presented a statement of the said expenses during 
the last fiscal year, the aggregate of which being $13,603,12, is 
stated on the 5th page of my last annual i eport : 
Stationery, including blank books* blank deeds and 
certificates of cancelment, tax receipts and redemp- 
tion certificates for auditor general's and county trea- 
surers' offices, assessment rolls, town treasurers' re- 
turns, &c., $1,726 0^ 
Paid county treasurers for services rendered at the 
annual sales of land for tax^s, and making returns 
thereof, , 1,986 26 
Paid for publishing lists of lands to be sold for taxes, 5,022 50 
Clerk hire, 4,032 96 
Paid transportation of blanks to counties, 96 24 
Refunded to tax payers and purchasers of lands for 
taxes on illegal assessments, and sale« and payments 
in error, 739 \i 



Total, $13,603 12 
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It 'may be proper, here, to remark, that the last item above mea- 
tioned,amountiDgto $789,13, consiflts of sums originally receired 
from tax payers and purchasers of lands, for taxes, on account of 
charges for ''expense of sales,'' which were carried to the credit of 
that account, but afterwards refunded to them because of illegal as- 
sessments or sales and payments in error, and the same therefore 
charged back to the said account of "expense of sales ;" it is, 
however, here included for the purpose of showing all the charges 
against that account This sum being deducted from the above 
aggregate, the entire amount properly chargeable for expenses in- 
curred on account of the return and sale of non-resident delinquent 
lands for the last year would then be $12,863,99. 

I am, sir, very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

D. V. BELL, 
Audii0r GmeraL 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL IM- 
PROVEMENTS. 

The committee on internal improvements^ to whom was referred 
ihe petition of sundry citizens of the counties of Eaton and Bar- 
ry, praying appropriations for constructing the Clinton and Kala- 
mazoo Canaly have directed the undersigned^ member of said com- 
mittee, to report thereon : 

That the project of a canal across the lower peninsula of Mich- 
igan, commended itself, at an early day, most strongly to the con- 
sideration of reflecting men. Among the numerous works of in- 
ternal improyement projected for our State, none was more prom- 
inent, or bid fairer for a vigorous prosecution and early completion 
than the one now under consideration. The report made by.Uie 
distinguished engineers having the preliminary explorations and 
aurvey of the canal route in charge, served to increase the interest 
already felt by the public in its construction. The extraordinary 
surface formation across the peninsula, brought to light by that re- 
port, — the perfect feasibility of the route, — the grand level of over 
seventy miles without a lock,— the easily procured and abundant 
supply of water for all the purposes of navigation ; and the striking 
geological formations and discoveries along the line, — all combined 
in forcing the conviction irresistibly upon the mind, that the Clin* 
ton and Kalamazoo canal would soon become to our gro>7ing State, 
what th^e Erie canal had proved to New York— a source of pride 
and profit. Aside from that consideration, it was also regarded as 
the means of inducing emigration to the State. Multitudes were 
expected to penetrate the wilderness of that central section, by 
whose vigorous strokes forests were to be prostrated ; cultivated 
fields were to be multiplied, and the immediate result of whose in- 
dustry and enterprise was to be, the springing into existence of 
populous towns, the developement of mineral treasures, the accu- 

1 
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' mulation of wealth, and an abundant harvest of general prosperity. 
The delusive hopes thus created by the promised canal, were but 
too fatally effective in numerous instances. Starting from their dis- 
tant homes, pioneer after pioneer did reach and penetrate, by 
diffei^ent routes, the dense forest of the timber land belt across 
the State, and the newly blazed line of the canal route was speed- 
ily dotted by the log cabins and "first slashings*' of men who were 
destined to struggle on, when public pledges became worthless, 
and private faith a mockery. 

It would be useless now to enter upon an investigation of the 
causes which operated, first to defer, and finally to defeat the suc- 
cessful prosecution of a work so full of hope in its inception, and 
so replete with calamity in its abandonment. Suffice it to say, that 
any further outlay by the State upon that work cannot, with any 
propriety, be at present attempted. The only available means the 
State can now command, consist of a few thousand acred of land, and 
which, if thus applied, would only go to swell the large amount al- 
ready lost in the work. Your committee can but express their un- 
feigned regret that a misfortune so unlooked for and so undeserved, 
should have fallen upon a class of our worthy citizens. Most sin- 
cerely do they regret the inability of the State to further prosecute 
a work so evidently important to the public. They would willingly 
listen to the cry for help, and cheerfully come to the rescue, did 
circumstances permit or reason approve the attempt. The present 
financial condition of the State precludes the idea of any essential 
aid from that quarter in completing the Clinton and Kalamazoo ca- 
nal. We indulge the hope that either the justice or the generosity 
of the General Government may yet induce a grant of lands suffi- 
cient for the undertaking. We feel some degree of confidence 
that the persevering efforts of our Senators and Representatives 
may yet prove availing for that object, and will say in conclusion, 
that should our hopes in this be hereafter realized, our joy at the 
event will be fully commensurate with the gain of the worthy peti- 
tioners, against the prayer of whose petition we are now reluc- 
tantly compelled to report. 

R J. LITTLEJOHN. 
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RERORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE MILITIA. 

The committee on the militia, to whom was referred so much of 
the Governor's Message as relates to that subject, beg leave to 
report: 

That after a careful examination of the subject, and the present 
law now in force, your committee have come to the conclusion that 
further legislative action is necessary, in view lo a more perma- 
nent and efficient organization of that important arm of our pub- 
lic defence. Entertaining that view, your committee have deter- 
mined to recommend such a law as shall embrace the following 
points : 

1st. A complete organization and enrolment of the militia. 

2d. The appointment and commissioning of competent officers, 
both of the uniformed and ununiformcd militia of this State by the 
proper authority thereof. 

3d. An efficient system of instruction by annual parades or en- 
campments of the officers, non-commissioned officers, ir^usicians 
and privates of uniformed and ununi formed companies of the militia. 

4th. An exemption from all parades, drills, encampments or 
trainings, to the great body of the militia, on the payment of a mo- 
derate tax, upon those only subject to military duty. 

5th. Safe, convenient and cheap deposits for the munitions, camp 
equippage, and all military stores belonging to all such uniform 
companies as shall comply with the provisions of the act. 

6th. A proper responsibility on the part of all officers, both civil 
and military, entrusted with the collection or disbursement of all 
moneys raised for military purposes, in this State. 

7th. A system providing for the levying and collecting of an 
annual tax for the support of the volunteer uniform companies, 
and all such fines as may be imposed from time to time for any de- 
linquency or deficiency, without the aid of court martial. 

I 
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The subject is one of much difficulty, and upon which various 
opinions are entertained with reference to the proper policy that 
should be pursued in regard to this subject, but your committee are 
firm in the belief that as the sworn guardians of the constitution, il 
becomes a part of th^ir imperative duty to provide some means by 
which that important arm of our public defence may be efficiently 
and permanently organized ; but your committee are aware that 
with 'lall the attention they have given to the subject, some imperfec* 
tions may exist in the character of the bill which I have the honor 
to offer for the consideration of this House ; in the confidence of 
the wisdom of its members, they will, by the necessary amendments 
and additions to it, be able to create a perfect system of the puUic 
defence. 

A. P. YOUNG. 
Chairman* 
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REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE 
AMENDMENT OF THE TAX LAWS. 

The select committ«e to whom was referred the petitions from 
the citizens of Van Buren County, praying for an amendment of 
the laws regulatirsgthe assessment and collection of taxes, and al- 
so the bill to amend chapter twenty of the revised statutes of 1846, 
do hereby report favorably to the prayer of the said petitioners; 
also report back the said bill without making any amendment 
threto and respectfully recommend its passage. 

Your committee are aware that a proposition for an alteration of 
the laws regulating the assessment and collection of taxes, is a 
snbject that should be handled with great care and circumspection: 
and that a great and important alteration, such as the bill here- 
with reported back to the House proposes ; sliould be made, only 
when it is ascertained, that the same is in agreeriient with sound 
policy, for the best interests of all parlies concerned, and in accor- 
dance with the rights of the people. 

Believing, as they do, that the change proposed by the bill is 
based upon the principles which they have assumed as a standai'd ; 
they beg leave respectfully to submit a few of the many reasons 
that m'ay be urged, for this important change ; and also to consid- 
ef, and briefly examine some of the objections commonly urged 
against the change. 

First, Under the existing laws, a very he.ivy annual extra expense 
ifi incurred, consequent upon the return of jion-resident delinquent 
taxes to the office of the Auditor General, amounting in the aggre. 
gate to the sum of $12,916 49 per annum. This^ large extra ex- 
pense would be entirely saved to the people ; if the change pro- 
posed by the bill wherewith reported back to the House; should 
prevail. The committee would here remark that they are of the 

1 
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opinion, that tho aggregate amount of expense as stated abore i»^ 
even below the actual expenditures ; but that it is estimated accor- 
ding to the best data within their reach at the present time. 

The estimate above alluded to, being made for the year -last past 
is no doubt considerably less than would be found for previous 
years ^ on account of a less amount of non-resident lands being re- 
turned yearly, as the country is being settled up. We deem the 
statefnent (however) sufficient to exhibit the enormous (and as wo 
think^ unnecessary expense imposed upon the public. This sys* 
tern of return to the Auditor's office has been in opperation for the 
last ten years; and supposing the annual expense to have been as 
above stated at the rate of $12,916 49 per annum, the amount of the 
principal thus paid is found to be the startling sum of $129,164 90 ; 
and when we calculate the simple interest upon the same, we find it 
to be $48,798 36 which added to the principal swells the sum to- 
tal to no less a sum than $177,963 25, a sum almost sufficient to de- 
fray the ordinary expenses of the state government for one third 
of that period, taking last years expense as an example. 

When, therefore, we reflect upon this extraordinary outlay re- 
quired from the people ; we are constrained to enquire what real 
benefit, or advantage is to arise therefrom, to those who are re^ 
quired to make this^heavy disburemsent. 

In answer to the^above inquiry, it is urged that under the control 
of the Auditor, a'greater uniformity of operation is obtained. To 
this, we have to answer firstly, that it is at least doubtful : Al- 
though a general direction is given by the Auditor, the whole pre- 
paratory proceedings under the statute pass through the hands of 
the primary officers, (Assessors, Supervisor, Town Treasurer^ 
and County Treasui:er,) who are made the judges of the require- 
ments of the laws, and amenable to the penalties imposed for neg- 
lect of duly, and who, if we are allowed to judge from experience 
in such matters, are probably as well qualified ordinarily for the 
stations occupied by them, as officers occupying a superior grade 
of office, are for the stations] which they severally, occupy ; and 
who do so judge of their duties under the statute, and act accord- 
ingly ; and that really the uniformity which does prevail at pres- 
ent is mainly attributable to the perfection of the statute in regard 
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to their duties, aiid the promptness and intelligence with which 
they judge of its requirements. 

It may be urged that a change such as is contemplated by the 
bill would embarrass the operations of collecting officers. Here 
again we h^g leave to give reasons for difTering with such opinion. 
The whole of the preparatory proceedings under the existing laws 
having to pass through the hands of the officer who is made the re- 
pository of this power^ under the bill proposed no such embarrass- 
ment could occur un<^r the one that would not under the other. * 
The county treasurer has under the present laws, all the authority 
vested in the Audi tor excepting that of ultimate control, viz .: that of \ 
ordering sales, making deeds, and cancelling the same where there 
may be found to have been illegalities. Your committee are there- 
fore of the opinion, upon this view of the subject, that no advan- 
tage ari&es either to the people at large, to the government, to the 
tax payer or the purchaser at tax sales, while under the control of 
the Auditor General that would not accrue to them were the whole 
ultimate control vested in the county treasurer. He is at present 
the agent of the Auditor, and binder him makes the sale, issues the 
certificates of purchase and upon his accuracy depends to a great 
extent the validity of titles. 

Again, it may be urged, that if there were not a ge^ieral head 
and supervising power, such as the auditor's office, many fatal er-* 
rora might occur, create general confusion, render the confidence 
in the validity of tax titles less firm, and thereby embarrass and 
prevent the speedy and full collections of taxes. To say that er^ 
rors would not occur under any of the systems that have been or 
may be devised, would be saying that which could not be sustain^ 
ed. But in answer to the above, the chairman of your committee 
begs leave respectfully to say, that after several years' experience 
in a county treasurer's office, having in the course of that time had 
•ome knowledge of errors both in the county and State departments 
of this branch of the public service, feels at liberty to venture the 
assertion, that errors are less frequent, of less magnitude, and less 
fatal in their consequences in the former, than in the latter de- 
partment, and consequently has come to the conclusion that a 
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change is imperative]y called for upon this ground, if upon no 
other. 

Your committee are of the opinion that the mass of business 
thrown upon the hands of the auditor general by the return of all 
the non-resident taxes of the State to his office, is too great a bur- 
then upon that department of the State; The duties devolving upon 
that functionary, ordinarily, aside from the supervision of delin* 
quent taxes, is very arduous, and necessarily employs an assistant; 
and when to the ordinary duties are added fjae additional labor of 
attending to the tax system, it musti become extremely burthen- 
some. We know that it is impossible for him, with the assistance 
of his deputy, to personally inspect all the transactions in that de- 
partment of his office, and consequently a great portion must be 
entrusted to clerks. Although the persons selectee as clerk* may 
be excellent business men, to say that they would be capable of 
passing through the mass of business in that department without 
commuting er»*or8, would be saying that which would be unwar- 
ranted. We have no design to cast odium or reflections upon tb© 
present or any previous incumbent of the auditor's office, or upon 
any deputy or clerk, but we do say that we know that errors do 
occur, and that not unfrequently. 

While upon this part of our report, we may be permitted to say 
further, that it is a well established and acknowledged fact, that the 
oftener records and statements are required to be copied, the more 
Duncierous must necessarily bo the errors, because mankind are all 
falible beings. ^ 

Again, it may be urged that incompetent men may be occasion- 
ally selected to fill the office of county treasurer. We have to an- 
swer, that this contingency might happen also in the state depart* 
irent. But we have also to state that we are among those who 
have full confidence in the intelligence of the people, and in their 
ability to select competent men to manage their affairs , and we 
believe when this business is wholly entrusted to their care, the im- 
portance of the station would be obvious to all, and consequently 
able, talented and judicious men would be called upon to discharge 
these dnties. We think it would be unwise to hazard the asser^ 
tion that the services of a competent person could not be obtained 
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in some of the counties, and we have therefore only to remark that 
such a suppoeition is to as highly improbable, and consequently 
merits but slight consideration. We see no good reason why the 
titles to lands sold for the taxes should not be as valid, under the 
direction of the county treasurer as of the auditor general, when 
properly provided for by legislative enactment, nor do we appre- 
hend that less confidence would be placed in their validity by those 
disposed to purchase at such sales. 

If the whole ultimate supervision and disposition were entrusted 
to the county treasurer, that officer having abundant time to make 
critical examination of every description of land and of every va- 
riety, and amount of tax, would be more likely to perfect the tax 
title ; and we think the probabilities would be stronger in favor of 
this system, than those could reasonably be expected to be under 
the arrangement as it at present exists. 

Under the present system the county treasurer, after having re- 
ceived from the town treasurers the returns of delinquent taxes for 
the year, is required hastily to make his entries upon the proper 
books in his office, so that he may be able within the time limited 
by law to make out his transcripts for return to the Au ditor's offiee, 
and consequently errors may be overlooked for the time and never 
afterwards corrected until after a sale of the lands. The compar- 
ison by the county clerk of the transcripts thus made is generally 
hastily gone through with on the same account, and only to asoerw 
tain whether they agree with the original returns, which may itt 
themselves be defective and errors thus pass unnoticed* And reap 
ly, in our estimation, the whole amounts to a mere faree, for no per- 
manent; benefit, except to prepare business and pay for printexs^ 
book makers and extra clerks. 

Under the present system tne state retains and passes to the 
general fund five per cent of the fifteen per cent accruing upon the 
unpaid taxes relumed to the Auditor's office as also five per cent 
of the twenty-five per cent paid upon redemption of lands sold; 
which sum, according to the best data your committee are able to 
procure must amount annually to about the sum of t200 per county 

* 

making in the aggregate about the sum of #6,000 per annum ; and 
which sum your committee feel bound to say of right belongs to the 
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people of the state in the dlffierent counties for the several purposes 
for which the taxes where originally assessed and would he so laid 
out and expended for its original legitimate purpose were the sys- 
tem changed and the taxes collected in the several counties as pro* 
posed hy the hill and where, your committee are convinced, the 
hu^ness legitimately belongs. 

Again, upon all taxes paid at the State treasury, the office char- 
ges authorized hy law are retained and paid into the general fund. 
The sum thus accruing^ we believe will amount per annum to about 
the sum of $3,€00, or about 9100 per county on an average ; this 
we say also belongs propeily to the people of the several counties^ 
and should be there expended for the advantage of the tax pay- 
ers whose lands and property are there situated, upon which those 
exira charges are made, and whose property should thus profit by 
the outlay. 

The only arg^ament which, in our judgoient, can he urged in fa- 
vor of a return of taxes to the capitol, with any degree of plausi- 
bility, is, that the foreign land holder, by such return, can avail 
himself of a central place at which he may pay the taxes on all 
lands he may own in the state. This we are willing to allow, at 
iifst view, would seem to be an accommodation and a convenience 
to persons who reside in other stales, but we are decidedly of the 
opinion that if such persons could scan the whole matter, and ub- 
dersland the whole system, as we think we understand it, they 
would not for a moment entertain the subject in a favorable light ; 
tihey would not consider this privilege or accommodation an^htng 
like an equivalent for the extra charges they are bound to pay in 
the shape of taxes, offices charges, and five per cents for the sup- 
port of this extra monopoly. 

We have therefore come to the conclusion to recommend strong- 
ly to your consideration a change thus loudly called for. 
All of which is hereby respectfully submitted, 

JOHN McKINNEY, 
L. HAZEN, 
CYRUS HOWARD. 
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REPORT OP SELECT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE, 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution instructing 
them " to inquire what person ol* persons, if any, now holding a seat 
or seats in this house, was or were, at the time of his or their elec- 
tion, by the constitution of this State, ineligible to a seat in this 
House," have had\he same under consideration, and have directed 
their chairman to submit the following report : 

Section eight, article four of the constitution of this State, is in 
the following words : " No person holding any office under the 
United States ol of this State, officers of the militia, justices of the 
peace, associate judges of the circuit and county courts, and post- 
masters, excepted, shall be eligible to either House of the legisla- 
ture." 

This provision of the constitution, in the opinion of the commit- 
tee, was intended to be applicable, not only to certain offices that 
might exist under its authority, but to certain offices that were in 
e^tence at the time of its formation. The offices enumerated in 
the excepting clause of the foregoing section of the constitution, 
existed prior to its adoption, and their incumbents were appointed 
directly or indirectly by the government of the United States. The 
office of associate justice of the county court then existed in several 
counties of the territory, but no such office was instituted by the 
constitution itself, and has had no existence since its adoption by 
the people. The conclusion, then, seems to be irresistible, the 
framers of the constitution had in view, in the exception above re- 
ferred to, offices actually in existence at the time of the formation 
of the constitution, and intended thereoy to exclude those offices so 
existing from the general provision of the said section, embracing 
as it does, any person holding office under the United States or of 
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tins State. If this view of the subject be correct, and ihe commit- 
tee can come to no other conclusion, the only remaining Inquiry, 
worthy of coubkleralion, is, what oflilcc's, in I'lo" trup intent and 
meaning of the constitution, are o/Jices of this .*^faU' ! 

To suppose that this section of the cousiitution intended to ex- 
clude from either branch of the k'gi:sl'dt',K(.', \i\\ the officers in the 
State, with the exceptions there eiuimeniUMl, whether they might 
be State, county, or towiithip officers, woalil be to su})pose that the 
above section of the conslitutiun was frurnjnl without reason or jus- 
tice, and without any regard, wliat-jvcr, to the ,G;reat objects to be 
attained by keeping the several der^arlimcnLs of the government, to- 
wit : — the executive, judicial and Icr^i.-laiive — distinct, separate and 
independent uf each olher. To declare, as the fuiidamental law 
of the land, tiiat no pathmaster or fccljuol iiK-pcctor ahould, on ac- 
count of such office, be eligiljle to a scat in either House of the le- 
gislature, is such an absurdity, on the face of it, as to forbid iho 
credence of the most credulous ; but when the exception itself makes 
those persons eligible, who hold ofiices, comparatively of much 
greater importance, such a supposition would seem preposteroua 
in the extreme. Such a construction of this clause in the constitu- 
tion, would prohibit any person holding office in the State, with 
the- exceptions in said clause contained, from the highest to the 
lowest, from a seat in the legislature. Even members of the legis- 
lature could not be elected twice in succession ; and the beautiful 
phenomenon of an entire new delegalion would annually be wit- 
nessed in this hall, where experience is of so essential importance. 
It is not to be supposed it was ever contemplated by the framers 
of the constitution. Some other construction, then, must be given 
to that section of the constitution, than to suppose it intends and 
includes all the officers in the State. 

What then are the offices intended by the phrase " any office of 
this state ?" By refeienco to the proceedings of the convention 
which formed the constitution, it will be seen that this provision of 
the constitution was adopted by that convention in the following 
words : " No person holding any office under the United States, or 
this State, &c" — showing more clearly the meaning of the phrase 
*• of this State." The words '' United States" undoubtedly in this 
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connection, signify ** the government of the United States," and 
the words "this State" "the government of this state." What, then, 
are the offices under the government of this State intended by the 
said section to be exchided from a seat in either House of the Le- 
gislature ? The committee cannot resist ihfe conclusion that they 
are such offices as the incumbents of which receive their appoint- 
ments, not directly from the people, but fiom the government or 
state as established by the people — that all individuals holding of- 
fice from the Executive, the Executive and Senate, or the Legisla- 
ture, would bebv the constitution ineliofible to a seat in either branch 
of the Legislature. 

Arguments derived from the consideration of the general prin- 
ciples on which the constitution of this State i^ founded will lead 
to the same conclusion. The people, in whom all power is inhe- 
rent, while delegating certain powers to certain individuals and bo- 
dies of men, for the mutual benefit and common welfare of all con- 
cerned, have always endeavored to guard and defend those powers 
so granted by proper checks and balances, so as to eifectually pre- 
vent the recipients of those powers, to wit ; the government, from 
usurping the rights still retained by the people, and thus preclude 
the government by any operation or action of its own, from gain- 
ing that strength and influence which might enable it to trample 
upon and defy the very power that gave it being. 

These safeguards against the assumption or increase of powers 
granted, are numerous and explicit in the constitution of this State. 
The jreat objects of these provisions seems to be to prevent the sev- 
eral departments of the government from interfering in the proper 
exercise of the powers granted to each, and to forbid that patron- 
age which necessarily belongs to the Executive, from being bestow- 
ed upon the members of the Legislature. All of which restrictions 
in the constitution can be urged with equal force in favor of the 
ground taken by the committee, and against the propriety of permit- 
ting officers of the States as by them interpreted, from becoming 
Members of either House of the Legislature. The objects, then, 
to be attained, the reason and propriety of these restrictive provis- 
ions of the constitution, all strengthen and confirm the opinion of 
the committee in the construction which they have given. 
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Id accordance with the foregoing viewt^ the committee have as- 
certained that the following persons, members of this House, at the 
time of their election, held the offices set opposite their names re- 
spectively : 

Ezra P. Baldwin, Notary PabUc; Abner E. Campbell^ Notary 
Public ; David B. Dennis, Notaiy Public ; N. Buel Eldredge, Cir- 
cuit Couit Commissioner; Jed P. C. Emmons, Notary Public; 
Chester Hazard, Notary Public; James Ringsley, Notary Public; 
Minot T. Lane, Regent of University ; John McKinney, Notary 
Public ; Hiram Stone, Prosecuting Attorney ; George B. Turner* 
Notary Public; Reuben B. Dimond, Notary Public ; Bethuel Noyes, 
Notary Public ; Ambrose P. Young, Notary Public. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

M.B. MARTIN, 
CKn. Committee on Elections 
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Executive Officb, > 

Michigan, February 28, 1848. | 

To the Seriate and Hotue of Rfpresentatives : 

Transmitted herewith is a report of the Acting Commissioner to 
locate the capitol and to superintend the construction of tempora- 
ry buildings for the accommodation of the legislature and state offi- 
cers ; in which is communicated a detailed statement of the proceed- 
ings had by him in conjunction with the Commissioner of the State 
Land OfHce, in laying out section sixteen, in the township of Lan- 
eiag, upon a part of which, the State Capitol had been previously 
located, into a town or village for the benefit of the State and of 
the primary school fund. 

Thirty acres of land, part of said section, were Selected by the 
acting ccmmissioner for the use and benefit of the state, the title to 
which, ht)wever» still remains in the school fund. It is recommend- 
ed that the treasurer be directed to pay to the school fund the price 
of the land, and take a proper conveyance thereof to the state. 

Another portion of the same section was selected as a site for the 
temporary state buildings, and the title to that also continues in the 
primary school fund. This tract was valued or appraised at the 
sum of three thousand four hundred aud thirty-seven dollars. It 
lies adjacent to the site of the permanent capitol, and nearly in the 
centre of the village, and must ultimately become very valuable. I 
isubmit whether the interest of the school fund, as well as that of 
the state, would not be best promoted by permitting this lot to re- 
main the property of that fund. 

We are admonished by the state of our finances, to make no un- 
necessary draft upon them, and I apprehend the school fund would 
Bntbv no detriment, were the land in question reserved from sale, 
and su&red to remain in the occupancy of the state until perma- 
nent state boildings shall be erected. It will steadily increase the 

1 
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value, by reason of the improvements that the state and individual? 
will be constantly carrying forward around it. 

Such accretion of value, it is believed, will greatly exceed the 
interest which would accrue from the amount, for which the lands 
could now be sold. 

The acting commissioner recommends that eligible, and proper 
sites for school houses and churches, and suitable grounds for a 
cemetery be selected and set apart for those uses. 

JHe recommends further, that provision be made for improving 
the public grounds, opening and grading streets, constructing side 
walks, and for the erection of a bridge across the Grand River, 
within the limits of the village. 

Estimates of the cost of the 'proposed improvements have been 
made by the commissioner, and are embraced in his report. 

In these various recommendations I fully concur, and respectfj^l- 
ly solicit for them the careful consideration of the legislature. That 
the interest of the school fund, and of the state, would be essen- 
tially promoted by such a system of improvements, I cannot doubt. 

Provisions should be made for the establishment of a hospital for 
the insane, and an asylum for the deaf and dumb, at the earliest pe- 
riod consistent with the existing obligations of the state. We are 
invoked by every principle of humanity to provide for the allevia- 
tion of the condition of those unfortunate classes of our citizens, 
with the least possible delay. And I recommend that the coromis- 
Bioner be directed to select a site of suitable extent, not leas than 
ten acres, for each of those institutions. Grounds admirably situa- 
ted to those purposes may now be obtained at a-^ trifling expense to 
the treasury. 

The sum of ten thousand dollars was appropriated at the last 
session of the legislature, to be drawn from the state building fund, 
for the erection of temporary state buildings. The sum of twelve 
thousand four hundred and fifty dollars and thirty-one cents, has 
been expended by the commissioner for that purpose, leaving an 
excess over and above the amount appropriated, of two thousand 
four hundred and fifty dollars, and thirty-one cents. A furtlKer ap* 
propriation of the amount last mentioned^ will be necessary to ena- 
ble the commissioner to close his account with the treasurer.. 

EPAPHRO. RANSOM. 
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REPORT OF ACTING COMMISSIONER TO LOCATE 

THE CAPITOL, &c. 
TV his Excdlency Epapfirodiiris Kansoin, 

Governor of the StaU of Michigan : 

The undeHBigned, acting commissioner to locate the capitol and 
superintend the construction of temporary buildings for the accom- 
modation of the legislature and state officers, respectfully reports : 

That after the board of commissioners to locate the capitol had 
performed the duties assignc'd them by law, pursuant to section 6 
of act No. 65 of session laws of the year 1847, he joined with the 
commissioner of the land oQice, on the part of the school fund, 
James Seymour, Esq., owner of the land adjoining section No. 16, 
on the north, and with the Messrs. Townsend, by their agents, own- 
ers of the land adjoining section No. 16, on the south, to lay out a 
village. 

The surrey of the village plat was commenced on section No. 
16, on the 14th of May fest, and the plat being acknowledged by 
all the parties, was recorded on the ^Sd of June, following. The 
recorded plat includes within its limits the south half of the north 
half, and the south half of section No. 9, the whole of section No. 
16, and the north half of section No. 21, in the township of Lansing, 
county of Ingham, making an area of two and a quarter square 
miles. 

The thirty acres selected by the commissioners for state purpo- 
ses, are bounded on the north by Ottawa street, on the south by Al- 
legan street, on the east by the Grand River, and on the west by 
Walnut street, and is described on the plat as blocks Nos* 99, 100, 
iOl, 110, 111, 112 and 249. 

A conveyance of the title of the above desciibed blocks was not 
Boade from the school fund to the state, it will, therefore, be neces- 
sary for the legislature to order such conveyance, and to provide 
for the payiTient of -a consideration for the land. 

Blocks No. 99, 100, 101, 110, 111 and 112, are subdivided into 
48 lots, at an average valuation of two hundred and fifty, dollars 
each, which is lower, in proportion, than the appraisement of lots 
adjoining them. They will amount to the sum of ($12,000) twelve 
thousand dollars, which sum is within a fraction of the whole 
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umount expended by the state in the erection of buildings, during- 
the past summer. Block No. 249, or ** capito) square/' contains an 
area of eleven and a quarter (11^) acres, and is proposed as the site 
for the permanent capitol building. 

The law having left the choice of a site for the temporary build- 
ing discretionary with me, I selected block No. 115, (it being a 
desirable point, near the svte for the permanent capito), and near 
the centre of section No. 16.) in order that the immediate beneiit 
arising from the location, in the sale of property, should accrue to 
the state and s^chool fund. This black is subdivided into 12 lots of 
a quarter of an acre each, and contains in all three acres. It has 
been appraised at the sum of three thousand four hundred and thir- 
ty-seven dollars. Its title is still in the school fund. 

The state having engaged in the entei prise of laying out a town, 
and with a view of deriving a profit from the sale of lots, it would 
seem, that if possible, she should follow a common usage with pro- 
jMrietors, which is to set apart a block oi^ number of lots on which 
churches and school bouses may be built, and also a lot for a grave 
yard. The commissioners not having authority to set opart lots on 
section No.16 for these purposes, did not make a suitable reservation. 
If suitable lots could be sold at a reduced price, leased or reserved 
from sale for a term of years, and thus induce the difierent denomi- 
nations of christians to build their churches on or near the centre of 
the school section, I am confident that the school fund would re- 
ceive more than a corrresponding benefit, in one year, in the increas- 
ed sale of lots. 

The improvements of the public grounds and streets, is also worthy 
of attention, for, unless something is done on the part of the state 
to improve its property here, and induce purchases on the school 
section, it cannot be expected that it will keep pace with the other 
portior^s of the town* An amount of money has already been spent 
during the past summer, by individuals interested in the town in 
building bridges &c., opening streets and roads for miles, which far 
exceeds the whple expenditure made by the state. 

I have made an estimate of the cost of the several improvenents 
which have been sugg^ted, and which would add much to thm 
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value of the property in.the viciniry, and to the comfort and conve- 
nience of citizens and visitors. 

Not having a levelling instrument at hand to make a correct sur- 
vey of the ground, the estimate for grading will not be accurate, 
but will not differ much from the real cost. 
To grub and gtade that part, of Washington avenue on 

section 16, one mile in distance, $1600 00 

To build plank walk, four feet wide» of 2 inch plank, one 

mile, at $1 75 per rod^ 560 00 

To build a bridge across Grand river on Michigan 

avenue, 1500 00 

To clear Michigan avenue, 4 rods wide, and bridge the 

same where necessary, from Grand river to the east 

line of section 16, at $1 00 per rod, 110 00 

To clear Allegan street from^capitol avenue to west line 

of section 16, 50 00 

« 

To clear away old logs and decayed trees on the 30 acres 
reserved by the state, 200 00 

Total amount for the improvement of section 16, $4020 00 

The capitol having been located on section No. 16, it became 
my duty to erect the temporary buildings at the expense of the 
state. I accordingly, on the 8th of May last, advertised to receive 
proposals for the delivery of material and the construction of the 
building. On the 3d of June following, a contract was made with 
Benjamin Porter, of Jackson, to furciish material and const«*uct the 
building, for the sum of seven thousand one hundred and forty dol- 
lars, he being the lowest bidder, and giving ample security for the 
performance of the contract. He immediately entered upon the 
work, and continued until Nov. 1st. It then being apparent and 
acknowledged by him that he could not finish the building under 
the terms of his contract, I entered into a second contract with him, 
by which, I, as commissioner, took possession of the work, and re- 
tained him as a supeiintendent. Under this agreement the work 
progressed from Nov. Ist until the building was so far completed 
as to be occupied by the legislature. I proposed a settlement with 
Mr. Porter on the basis of my constnietion of the contract, and was 
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informed by his counserthat such a settlenient would not be satis- 
factory. He consequently presented a claim to the legislature, 
which was referred to the board of state auditors for adjustment. 

The account of moneys disbursed by me in the erection of tem- 
porary state buildings, &c., is as follows : 

« 

To am't paid B. Porter on contract to Nov. 

1st, 1847, $4723 48 

To am'tpaid for work done and material de- 
livered undei* B. Porter's superintendence* 

since Nov. 1st, 1847, 5514 27 

: $i02i7 75 

To am't paid for copitol, not included in the 

above, 265 76 265 76 



Total cost of capitol to date, • $10503 51 

To am't paid for tenant house ^ 1041 25 

out building, 275 27 

*' capitol grounds, 330 28 



U tl «( 



Amount paid to date, $12150 31 

To am't of work done and material nof pnid 
for, 300 00 



Total cost of work, $12450 31 

CR. 
By appropriation from state building fund, $10,000 00 

Am't over and above the appropriation, $2450 31' 

I III I— .— — ^ 

It is desirable that an appropriation for the above amount of 
two thousand four hundred and fifty dollars and thirty-one cents 
should be made at an early day. 

The buildings will require for their completion and preservation , 
a furtber appropriation, as follows : 
Outside and inside doojs to cellar, and lay- 

ing a floor in the north end of the cellar, $100 00 
Mason work and excavation about cellar 

doors and windows, 40 00 

Painting capitol, tenant hous^y &c., outside, 180 00 

*' •' '* " inside, 160 00 
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Repairing doors, windows and casings^ occa- 

Bioned by shrinking, 50 00 

2 ladders, with chain, lock, &c., t5 00 

2 cisterns, 100 bbls. each, to supply water in 

case of fire, at S40 00, 80 00 

$<J35 00 

For tl^e improvement of the ground upon which the capitol 
stands, I have made the following estimate : 
To remore stumps and Jievel the ground, $160 00 

To build a fence, 88 rods, at $4 00 per rod, 352 00 
To set out 100 trees and stake them, and 

sow the ground with grass seed, bO 00 



$552 00 



RECAPITULATION. 

To improve streets on sec. 16, build bridges, 

&q, $4020 00 

Balance over and above appropriation, 2450 31 

Estimated cost to finish and preserve the 

buildings, (535 00 

Estimated cost to improve present capitol 

grounds, 552 00 



$7657 31 



Respectfully submitted, 

JAMES L. GLEN, 

Acting Commmioner* 
Michigan. February 23, 1848. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of the inhabitants on the school section upon which the capitol 
is located, asking the legislature to make an appropriation to clear 
and grade the stteets on said school section, to build a bridge]acros8 
the Grand river, and to fence and improve the grounds owned by 
the state, have had the same under consideration, and have direct- 
ed me to make the following report: 

' That the vanety and magnitude of the improvements sought to 
be made, would require seveial thousand dollars to be appropria- 
ted, in order to accomplish the design of the petitioners; and the 
committee have been led, therefore, to the inquiry, out of what fund 
such appropriation ought to be made if made, at all 1 

The committee are of the opinion, however, that the only proper 
object for an appropriation, is the building of a bridge across Grand 
river, and opening the street that would lead to said bridge. The 
committee can see no good reasons why the state is called upon to 
expend money in improving the village of Michigan, any more than 
any other village of this state. 

Individuals become residents of this place by choice, and not by 
compulson, and the committee are unable to see why they thereby 
have any claims upon the state over the citizens of other portions 
of the state. 

The mania for speculation, which over-run the whole civilized 
world but a few years since, and dragged in its path ruin and bank- 
' ruptcy, noi only to individuals, but stunned the growth, and retard- 
ed the onward progress of more than one state in this Union, in- 
duced this state to enter largely into a system of internal improve- 
ments, and thereby created a large state debt, which has, until re- 
cently, been regarded by men abroad as a snfficient reason to induce 

1 



2 No. 15. — House of Representatives. 

emigrants, otherwise disposed to settle in our beautiful and fertile 
state, to find a home in some one of the other western states. 

The lighter therefore, we can render the taxes, the better 
we shall stand abroad, and the greater will be the immigration to 
our state. 

The inhabitants of our young but flourishing state, have already 
as high taxes, in view of the amount to be raised annually to 
pay the interest upon the unliquidated portion of the outstanding 
indebtedness, as they feel able and willing to pay. The committee 
are therefore of the opinion that it would be manifestly unjust and 
burdensome to our citizens at home, and injurious to the state 
abroad, to appropriate an amount sufficient to make ihe improve- 
ments asked for by the petitioners, from the general fund, which 
would have to be replaced by a direct tax upon the people. 

It has been argued by many out of doors, and indeed by some up- 
on this floor, that such an appropriation ought to be made from the 
primary school interest fund, upon the ground that such an appro- 
priation would increase the school fund, and that the state, acting 
as trustee of said fund, is bound to do that which will benefit, or in 
any manner, and at any period, however distant, add any thing to 
the principal of the school fund. 

This argument looks plausible^ and to some no doubt is conclu- 
sive, but the committee do not view it altogether in this light. 

The general government gave to this state, for the use of prima- 
ry schools, an amount of lands which at no distant day will create 
a fund sufficient to enable every youth in the state to receive a 
good and respectable English education ; but such is not now the 
fact. The fund is yet comparatively small. The amount of the 
interest fund to be distributed the present year is estimated to be 
about $35,«000, which will be about 35 cents per scholar. The 
amount distributed in 1847 was $31,274 74, which was 32 cents 
per scholar, and the amount for the year previous, (1846,) was $27, 
925 7 <, which was 31 cents per scholar. These facts show, that 
though the fund is yearly inereasing, it has not yet increased to an 
amount sufficiently large to pay but a small portion of the wages 
of teachers in our primary schools, and therefore itwould do great 
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injustice to a large portion of the population of our state, who 
are struggling, with limited means, to give their children an oppor- 
tunity of receiving a common school education, to make an a|)pro- 
priation from the primary school interest fund, as it would decrease 
the amount to be distributed to the several districts throf ghout the 
state. 

While the new counties of the state are sparsely populated, and 
of course but a few pupils in a district, and the parents are fltrug- 
gling on in clearing and improving their forest farms and securing 
to their families the necessaries of life, the expenses of keeping up 
schools are severely felt and difficult to meet ; and the amount re- 
ceived from the school fund is of great benefit, not only in really 
assisting to pay their teachers, but by encouraging them on in an- 
ticipation of its increase. 

Therefore an appropriation from this fund at this time, though it 
may holdJortJi the inducement of a probable increase of that fund 
in the future, would injure the youth of the state, in the opinion of 
the committee, far more than any supposed increase of the fund 
would benefit future generations, when the inhabitants would be in 
a more prosperous condition, and consequently more able to sup- 
port schools without the aid of the money to be derived from that 
source; The committee are, therefore, of the opinion that no such 
appropriation ought to be made from this fund, but that it ought to 
be scrupulously applied to its legitimate object — the support of 
primary schools. 

The state building fund is so small that no appropriation suffi- 
ciently large to be of much benefit in making the improvements 
alluded to, even were the committee of the opinion that any such 
use of said fund would be proper. 

The internal improvement fund is entirely exhausted, and no- 
thing remains to be appropriated for such a purpose but internal 
improvement lands. 

The committee would therefore rocommend an appropriation of 
two thousand acres of these lands for the purpose of making the 
improvements alluded to as proper in this report. 

N. BUEL ELDREDGE, 

Chairman. 
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Auditor General's Oefice, 
Micki^n, March 2, 1848. 

Hon. a. W. Buel, Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir : — I hare received the following resolution which was yester- 
day ad opted by the House : 

" Resolved^ That the Auditor General be instructed to furnish to 
this House with all convenient despatch, the amount of the indebt* 
edness of the Michigan Southern Rail Road Company to this state ;' 
the kind of obligations, the amount of principal and interest, if 
any, past due and now remaining unpaid, and all and any informa- 
tion now in possession of the Auditor General in relation to the 
indebtedness of said company to this state." 

In reply to which, I have the honor to state, that in accordance 
with the provisions of the act authorizing the sale of the said Rail 
Road, the instalments of principal with the interest due to Decem- 
ber 23, 1847, have been paid into the State Treasury by the said 
company. 

The balance of the purchase money for which the company is 
indebted, amounts to the principal sum of $400,000, and the inter- 
est accruing thereon, which is payable according to the terms 
of said act. 

There is now due and unpaid, the amount of the annual tax on 
the capital stock of said company, being $2,500, which was due 
and payable into the treasury in January last 

There is also held by the state an evidence of the indebtedness, 
of said company, taken by the commissioner of internal improve- 
ment for a new locomotive and freight cars sold to them, a copy of 
which is subjoined : 

Resolved^ That there is due to John F. Porter, Esq., acting com- 
missioner of internal improvement of the state of Michigan, for the 

1 
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new locomotive, and for new freight cars placed upon this road 
since the month of July last, the sum of nine thousand dollars, 
payable, two thousand dollars and interest on the 2Sth day of Ju- 
ly next, fifteen hundred dollars and interest on the 2Sth day of Oc- 
tober next, twenty-five hundred dollars and interest on the 2Sth 
day of February, 1848, three thousand dollars and interest on the 
28th day of July, 1848; and the treasurer is hereby authorized and 
required to pay the said several sums, and at the times above spe- 
cified, to the said comriiissioner or his order. 

The above is a true copy from the records of the board of direc- 
tors of the Michigan Southern Rail Road Company, at a meeting 
of said directors, held this 25th day of December, 1846. 

In witness whereof the said directors have caused the corporate 
seal of said company, and the signatures of their president and se- 
cretary to be hereto affixed, the day and year last above mentioned. 

(Signed,) J. J. GODFROY, President, 

CHAS. NOBLE, Secrctari^. 
The whale of the above mentioned sum of nine thousand dollars 
and interest, yet remains unpaid. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, yours, 

D. V. BELL, 
Auditor GcTicraL 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS. 

The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred the 
Senate bill to amend an act entitled an act to authorize the sale 
of the Southern Rail Road and to incorporate the Michigan South- 
ern Rail Road Company, have directed me, as their chairman, to 
report thereon, that, in the .opinion of the committee, a simple ex- 
tension of the time for paying the principal of the purchase money 
for said road, as proposed by said bill, coupled as it is with a pro- 
vision for the prompt and continued payment of interest as it be- 
comes due, and with the construction of a further section of said 
road, thereby increasing the capability and productiveness of the 
road, and enhancing the security of the state for the final payment, 
by instalments, of the principal, would not necessarily embarrass 
the finances of the state^ or in any way impair its ability to meet 
its just engagements, at maturity, inasmuch as a very considerable 
portion of the principal of our debt will not become due and paya- 
ble until after the last of the payments by said company, if the lime 
should be extended as proposed by the bill. But as the bill very 
nearly affects the the rights of an incorp orated company, and prot 
># poses some radical changes in their charter, and as many of its fea- 
tures appear to be objectionable, without amendments and modifi- 
cations, the committee recommend the reference of the bill to the 
committee on banks and incorporations, respectfully suggesting to 
that committee the propriety of amending the provisions in refer- 
ence to the state tax, so that the said company shall be compelled 
to pay such aunual tax upon the purchase money, and all added ca- 
pital stock paid in, also upon all money loaned to' said company, 
and also upon all nett proceeds of said road invested in construc- 
tion of said road, in permanent fixtures thereon, and in stock there- 
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fer, and abo iujp»jmta€ of any htalmrnt of principal due ; ami 
abo a tuAer amondment by feqairiDg.die written asent of the 
aoroliealo tha #100,000 bond exeeoted by aaid companj to the state 
twdor tbo ie«md aection of tbe origmal act of inc oq w i atioii, aaid 
aiaeiit to bo ghren to the pretent act of extendon, and recognizing 
their obligatios upon aaid bond* under ]tfae act of incoiporation 

F. J. piTTLEJOHN, Chainmrn. 
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House. ) S Leoislaturi:, 

1848. 



REPORT OP SELECT COMMITTEE. 

The select committee appointed under a resolution of the House 
to ascertain and report the number of acies of internal improve- 
ment lands which have been, and are proposed to be appropriated 
by bills now before the House, and the several objects for which 
such appropriations have been and are proposed to be made, beg 
leave to report, that the whole numberof acres of internal in^prove- 
ment lands which have been and are proposed to be appropriated 
by bills now before the House, is one hundred and forty-one thou- 
sand and five hundred acres, and for the following objects, viz : 

No, of Acres. 

For laying out and improving certain roads in the coun- 
ty of Clinton, 6,000 

For certain improvements in the town of Michigan, 2,000 

For the benefit of the Holland Colony, in the counties of 

Ottawa and Allegan, 7,000 

For the improvement of a certain road located in the 

southern tier of townships in the county of Kalamazoo, 2,000 

For the improvement of the Detroit and Grand River 
road between this place and Thomapple river, 5,000 

For the imporvement of Flat River, 2,000 

For the construction of a bridge across Muskegon river, 
in the county of Nevi^aygo, and for laying out, establish- 
ing and improving a road from Newaygo to Grand Ra- 
pids, 3,000 

For laying out and establishing a certain state road in the 

counties of Eaton, Barry and Allegan, 4,000 

For the improvement of Clinton river, in the county of 

Macomb, 2,500 

1 
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For laying out. a state road from Lapeer, by the village of 

Almont, to Port Huron, in the county of St. Clair, 5,000 

For improving a state road ftom Battle Creek, in the coun- 
ty of Calhoun, through Bellevue and Charlotte, in the 
county of Eaton, to Michigan, 5,000 

For the improvement of the Detroit and Saginaw road, 

within the county of Saginaw, 2,000 

To improve the main traveled road from Hastings, in 
Barry county, to Battle Creek, 2,000 

For improving a state road leading from the village of St. 
Joseph, in Berrien county, to the village of La Grange 
in the county of Cass, 3,000 

For the improvement of the Detroit and Grand River road, 10,000 

For improving a state road in the counties of Livingston 

and Genesee, 2,000 

For improving the Pontiac and Grand River state road 
from the village of Pontiac, in the county of Oakland, 
to the village of Byron, in the county of Shiawassee, 4,000 

To build a bridge actoss the Clinton river, at Pontiac, 1,000 

For improving a certain road in the county of Ottawa, 
and for building a bridge and causeway at Grand Ha- 
ven, in said county, 4,000 

For the improvement of the Paw Paw river, 10,000 

For the state road road from Lexington, in the county of 

St. Clair to the eastern boundary of Lapeer, 3,000 

For the benefit of the Holland Colony in the counties of 

Saginaw and Tuscola, 3,000 

For opening and improving the road from Corunna to the 

forks of Bad River, 7,000 

For making slack water navigation in the river Huron, 
from the village of Ypsilanti in the county of Washte- 
naw, to Lake Erie in the county of Wayne, 10,000 

For building a free bridge across Flint River at the village 

of Flint, 5,000 

For the improvement of the canal, harbor and navigation 

at the river Raisin, 5,000 
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Stock to be taken by the state in the Michigan and Jack- 
son Plank Road, to the amount of 20,000- 

For opening and improving the state road from Constan- 
tino in St. Joseph county, to Paw Paw in Van Buren 
county, through CassopoHs in Cass county, 7,000 

Number of acres, 141,500 

Although not within the proper scope of the ..resolution, your 
committee would respectfully state that a resolution has been adop- 
ted, instructing the committee on internal improvement to bring in 
a bill, making an appropriation of five thousand acres of these lands 
for the improvement of the road between Michigan and the village 
of Mason in the county of Ingham. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

ALMON MACK, 

Chairman^ 
Michigan, March 3, 1848. 
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Office op the Secretary of State, 
Mic?iigan, February 14, 1848. 

To the President of the Senate : 

Sir: — I have the honor to submit to the Senate an abstract of 
the reports of the Seperintendents of the poor, of the several coun- 
ties of this State, for the year 1847, so far as the same have been re* 
ceived at this office. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedbnt servant, 

GEO. W. PECK, 

Secretary of State. 



I 



2 



No. 19. — H0U8B OF Representativks. 



H 
O 

a 
< 






00 



P4 

fep 

H 

So 

^^ 
oS 

o 

H 
<J 
H 

CO 



-dnt J!9q) |o atuadxo 9qi 
ui P9AM lUnouis p9)«oi|iia 



*p9iil«ta!«ai jood ein Jo 
ioqsi M|i j« Qiii«A ittnPV 



*uMgo pn 
U0dd9i| o) p|vd mnouiv 



*OMOd oin 
JO W3i)fnr 0) p}«d lunuoiv 



•jood JO 
«JOPM!P 01 p|Bd lUDomv 



"jood JO fiuopnai 
■uiiadng 01 p}«d junoiny 



*iood oqi SaiufBt 
-uram JO atuadro |8ni 
•9« aqi JO vvd Xa« oimiis 
•U03 10U op ^:»\V(M^ tui«ii 
iaqio Joj p|id lanooiv 



'jood JO nopm 
•lodaou) JOj pjtfd mnouiv 



*uoddnti 
qani jo oeuadza oioq^ 



'ivaX aqi 
taimp paiioddni jo po 
Aafiaj iuosjad jo ioquinjc 



o 

u 



«» 



«& 



^ 



CO 

o 

QD 

1P-4 



«» 



«» 



CO 

o 

CO 



CO 



o 
o 



o 

o 

t 

t 
I 



o 
o 



o 
o 



o o 

O O' 
&0 CO 

» • 

• • 

• t 
f • 



00 CO 00 o 
•^ QD CTi O 

'^ ^ <0 CO 
CO CO CO ^ 



o 

CO 



10 o o o 
01 o o o 

O »0 O CO 

1-4 • O)} • 



O ^ -^ CO 

CO 00 "^ -^j* 

f!0 t> '^ 
J> 00 CO 
CO I^ c^ o 



CO 00 O) 10 

CO r-» (M »-l 



bo 



(-1 

o 
o 



»« 



o 
o 

o 



o 
o 

o 






• o 



o 

C4 



CO 



o CO 



• o o 

• 1-1 10 



000 
00^ 



O) 



m 



• • • 

• • • 

• ■ • 



O CO O O OD O ^ 
O CO O O (M G4 t^ 

CO CO o "^ CO 01 so 

1>-| • «-4 * 9-^ ^^ d 



• • I • • 

• • • • • 

• » • • • 



CO »0 •-^ if3 QD 
*-* l^ O (M CO 

^ CO CO QD 00 

o' . ^• "^ '^ 



• t • • 
I > • • 

• • • • 



O O O CO oH 

la (M lO ''i* t- 

U3 O CO vH CO 
wo • CO l^ 



CO 



O 60 

o »-* 

r-l t>» 

I • 



— « o o c^ 
»o o o -« 

10 CO *o ^ 
Ok -« CO 01 



"^ CO 

o t^ 

00 wo 
•^ .I 

0< 



CO o o 
t^ o o 

i*» i^ 00 



COOt^CO'^^^^CQC^ 

-HiQfHOi'^eooKi-ico^ 



CQ A CO 00 1^ 

•^ 00 O *-i o 

^ tH lO CO t-4 



rj« o CO -^ O 
t^ -« CO o o> 
O O (7) G^ 

(N rH i-H 



^» ?H O C< Oi Tj< 
1-* tH C« » 1-^ 



Ou 

2 

o 

s 

C0 



^ 



rS 



-N « •— ' o rt g 
5^3 OS 



c «•- o 

H h* f3 J3 « 

b4 t-i g) ^ 00 



' 2 c 
•^ Cue 



CD -^ ^• CO 

wo •* '^ f-l 




.^ 



'^ cd 



o 
_o 

s * 

o 

CO 



^r -* * 



w; 
9 




No. 19. — House of Refresentatives. 









o CO 

ITS i-l 
1-4 Ct 



• > 



o o o 

O oQ o 
00 «^ ITD 

■^ t^ i-H 



O 

o 
o 



o 
o 

o 



o 
o 

-71 



»o p o 
^ o o 

•H O O 
■^ O l> 
to CO (N 



o »o o 
o i> »o 

^4 i'"^ !"• 



• t 

• i 
I • 



;o »o *o 

»0 £»- C< 

Oi 00 CO 
^ • o 

t • • 
• * • 
t * • 



00 »o "* 
^ t^ t^ 

CO — • o 
l> o « 



CO 
CO 



CO 



o 

CO 
CO 



04 "^ 



o o 
o o 

«:> 2 



o 

00 



o © 
o o 

O lO 



o o 
o o 



o o 
^ o 

lo CO 



o o o 
o »o o 

<M »0 "(i* 



O O O O CO o 
O O O O f-i o 

(M 00 CQ -^ <0 W5 



• • • 

• • • 



1> »0 MO (N o o 
O tJ* 1> "^ o o 

^ "^ 00 O CO o 

wtj t^ ;d -^ o <D 



o CO 
© 1-1 

to e« 



o 
o 

CO 



o 
CO 



«o o o ^ o o o 
r* o o Tf CQ o o 

Oi W3 O Oi to O O 



o C4 lO CO 



4 



to 

0» 



lO to o 
^ • o 



OOtHI^C^tOt^tOOJ-^ 

»H»-i;D»cOir*toos<o 

2>C0tOC0^tO(M*^aD 
OtO»-<«^'^TH(MCMC^ 



*o "^ »o 
to r*« 




•^ CO i-i (N 
UO to !>• 



CO 



o 

* 



O CM 



00 r* '^ 

CO to l^ 

to »^ '-4 

. »o CO 



CO CO O OD t-< to O 

o »o to ^ *«»< d o. 
•O O CM 1^ t- iO O. 

t^ CO r* »-* 1^ "^ o* 

CO CO GO »C r-4 Ci UO 
C* rH — < 

# * 



CO O^ CO O CO lO 

CO rf CO -^ to o 



o 

(D O g 



g ® § 2 «* 



i-3 s 









2 o 



03 






f^^^ 



4 No. 19. — House of Representatives. 

[a] There is no poor house in this county. There have been no 
accounts presented either from Justices of the Peace or Directors 
of the poor. Under the old law, the Justices and the Directors of 
the poor were In the habit of presenting their accounts to their re- 
spective town boards, and they were by them allowed. 

[b] This count^i: owns a farm on which the poor of the coWty 
are kept. The superintendents advertise for proposals to keep all 
the poor that may become chargeable upon the coanty, for a spec- 
ified time, (which is usually one year,) and the contract is let to the 
lowest bidder, and he for a specified sum, keeps all who may da* 
ring his time become a county charge, receiving therefor, such sum 
as he agrees for in bis proposals, and having besides the use of the 
farm and the benefit of all the labor he may derive from the pau- 
pers, he saving the county from all expenses arising from the sup- 
port of all paupers. The paupers and their treatment being at 
all times under the supervision and subject to the direction of tho 
board of superintendents of county poor. 

[c] No poor house nor farm. The poor let by contract to the 
lowest bidder. 

[d] The sum of $29 75 of the $bO 20 in the fourth column, was 
paid to B. Taft as a health officer for the town of Carmel, to at- 
tend on the family of a Mr. Foote, having the small pox. 

[e] The year ends on the last day of October, 1847. Families 
relieved are reported as persons. No poor house occupied by the 
county during the year. 

[/\ The superintendents suggest the propriety of so altering 
the law that the poor masters and justices shall draw their orders 
on the superintendents of the poor, instead of the county treasurer, 
as they have no means of obtaining the number of persons relieved 
by their orders on toe treasurer. 

[g] Of the expenses of such support, $383 81 was for physi- 
cians bills. 

[k] The superintendents beg leave to report that in accordance 
with directions received from the supervisors, they have purchased 
a farm on Gull Prairie and stocked and improved the same, which 
constitutes the item $2157 56, The number of paupers now re- 
ported, are permanent ones with one or two exceptions, ie: the num- 
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bor 26. The 18 below were stragglers receiving triflieg support. 
Id completing dur report, we would say that for the last six months 
previous to the establishment of the poor housoi the amount of phy* 
sician bills pakly was $277 ; whereas, by the present management, 
we have only to pay $50 for medical services one year. 

[t] This county has for some years past, supported its poor by 
having them kept in different places and furnishing them at their 
homes until May last, at which time they were bid off at the risk of 
the bidder, at $1050 lor one year. The county had a farm par- 
tially improved, which has been sold for $1000, the county not 
deeming it advisable to keep it for the support of the poor. We 
have an insane person at Battleboro, Yt., Asylum, and two here. 
Would it not be well for the state to found an asylum for this im- 
portant class 1 

[j] Out of the $107181, there was $217 24 paid for claims 
against the county for the years 1845-6 leaving the expenses for 
the current year $854 57. 

[k] The number that have been temporarily relieved cannot be 
ascertained correctly from the records that have been kept by our 
predecessors, as families have been relieved in gross, vnthout giv- 
ing and probably not knowing the exact number; the fault is with 
the directors in not stating them precisely. 

The amount expended for temporary relief, is $459 61, and is 
given separately in order to show the abuse to which the system is 
liable through the directors. Bills for medical aid have been al- 
lowed which have not been included in orders for temporary re- 
lief to an indefinite amount. If the law contemplates medical as- 
sistance, where is the limit? This county has a farm of about 133 
acres of land, 60 of which are improved, with good buildings, 
which are estimated at $3000. The premises were last year leased 
and the contractor kept the paupers at 87 cents per week, not in- 
cluding clothing and medical aid. This year the superintendents 
have made a new contract with the same individual to have the use 
of the farm and keep the paupers at 90 cents per week, including 
clothing, medical aid and all other expenses necessary to their 
support. The item $1135 22, is the tptal amount of orders issued 
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or drawn by the board doring the fiscal year, but of that suniy aboot 
fSOO, were absolutely a part of the expenses of last year which 
were audited during the present year. 

m The anaount of the $286 42» except the suras mei^tioned under 
the appropriate heads in the report, and except ako the sum of 
$58 75 paid the two remaining paupers, was expended in fitting out 
A. K. Smith to the insane hospital at Utica, N. Y., and in suppor* 
ting him while there. The superintendents are aware that there 
exists no provision of law authorizing them to send said Smith to 
another state, but in doing so, they acted under the recommenda* 
tion and advice of the board of supervisors of the county. Smith 
became a county charge in consequence of insanity, and we are 
happy to state that he has been, as we hope, permanently cured. — 
He is no longer a county charge. 

[m.] The county have purchased a farm with stock, for which 
they are to pay $1000, $125 of which has been paid. No paupers 
have yet been removed, but the farm is now ready for their recep- 
tion. 

[n.] The superintendents have the satisfaction of informing the 
Hon. Secretary of State that they have succeeded the present year 
in getting up suitable buildings on the farm owned by the county, 
and hope for the future to get along somewhat better ; but the po- 
pulation constantly increasing, the temporary relief system wOl na- 
turally increase, as has been the case the present year. 

*This amount was expended for temporary relief in the city of 
Detroit, and nearly all for the relief of foreigners who were ship- 
ped from Canada. It is respeclfally suggested whether the present 
laws regulating the poor ought not, injustice to the county of Wayne, 
and other counties which may be similarly situated, to be changed 
so as to throw the burthen of this increasing expenditure upon the 



State at large. Instead of town and county poori it should be state 
and county. 
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Legislature, 

1648. 



ExEcrTivE Office, ) 

Michigan, March 9, 1848. ) 
To tlit House of Representatives : 

Tranamitted herewith is a communication, this day received by 
roe, from the Hon. Wra. L. Greenly, late acting Grovernor of the 
state, being a report of the disbursements made by him under the 
appropriation of the legislature of 1847, by virtue of a joint reso- 
lution entitled **joint resolutions on the existing war with Mexico," 

approved February 13th, 1847. 

EPAPHRQ. RANSOM. 

To His ExceUeTicy^ E. Ransom^ Governor of Michigan: 

In compliance with your request, I transmit to you a report of 
the disbursements made by me under the appropriation of the Leg- 
islature of 1847, by virtue of a joint resolution entitled "joint 
resolutions on the existing war with Mexico," approved February 
13th, 1647. In doing so, I beg leave to suggest some of the ad- 
verse circumstances under which the Regiment of Volunteer In- 
fantry, (for the defraying of the expenses of raising which the ap- 
propriation above mentioned, was made,) was raised. 

Upon the reception of the requsition upon this state from the 
war department of the United States, it was deemed proper to is- 
sue one general order calling upon the patriotic citizens of 
this state to volunteer for the war, and at the same time promising 
commissions to those who were most active and efficient in raising 
companies, provided they were competent, and another order 
promising the prompt payment of all sums that might be by them 
necessarily expended in raising and boarding such companies when- 
ever they ihotdd be mustered into the service of the United States. 

It was soon found that the operation of the first order was to 
induce the opening of too many rendezvous in all parts of the state 
treating so many di\4«ions that it would be impossible for them to 

1 
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fill, ftnd there could be but little hope that aoy of them' could sdc- 
ceed. Under the eecond order» I could find no one who wm wil- 
ling to act, all declining upon the ground, that the regiment might 
be filled before their company was ready, and thus they subjected 
to much ejcpense, for which they could have no reasonable hope 
of repayment. Under these circumstances, it was resolved that 
the officers should be at once appointed and commissioned, and 
accordingly, the following appointments were made: 

F. W. Cortenitts, Capt. Co. A. 
£.. A. Rice, 1st Lieut. " " 
P. H. Rawles, 2d " 
Samuel A. Rice, ♦* '' 

G. N. Buel, Capt. Co. B. 
J. £. King, Ist Lieut. 
E. Hawes, 3d 

J. E. Schwartz, jr., 2d Lieut. *• " 

A. H. Har.scom, Capt. Co. C. 

ThoB. H. Hunt, 1st. Lieut., 
0. C. Conant, 2d. ** 

A. P. Hanscom, «* ** " •* 

N. Griesel, Jr. Capt., Co. D. 

E. Pitcher, 1st. Lieut, " " 

J. E. Pittman, 2d. «* •• •• 

H. S. Roberts, *♦ '« « <* 

J. Wittenrayer, Capt., Co. E. 



<t 41 
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James S. Stuart, 1st. Lieut., 
C, Cummings, 2d. 
Wm. B. Gray, 

I. S. Rowland, Capt., Co. F. 

S. Chad wick, 1st Lieut, •* ** 

L, D. Clairoux, 2d. " " •* 

Wm, McNair, " " " •« 

Daniel Hicks, Capt., Co. 6. 

J. S. Kingsland, 1st Lieut, " •• 

L. S. Comstock, 2d. '* ♦• « 

Prownell, '\ *' '• " 



u •< 
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J. Van Ar man, Capt, ^ Co. H. 

J. C. Dueli, Ist. Lieut., " '* 

J. D. Pierce, 2d. " " " 

BJ.VanBuren, •» " 
W. W. Dean, Capt, 
Wm. Whipple, let. Lieut., 
B. F. Luce, M ^* 
E. Wright, 

J. M. Williams, Capt, 
Eli Snyder, 1st. Lieut, 
M. Taylor, 2d. . " 
Goutchies, " 

The above named officers, upon being coimnissioned went active* 
)y and energetically to work raising their respective companies, 
and during the months of November and December I paid to the 
officers of said companies, for expenses in boarding the volun- 
teers when enrolled and other incidental expenses, the following 
sums, to wit : 

To Col. T. B. W. Stockton, $301 00 

Capt F. W. Curlenius, Co, A., 1005 00 

Capt G. N. Buel, Co.B., 903 17 

'* *• A. H. Hanscom, '« C, 960 00 

N, Greusel, Jr., " D., $"558 61 



«4 «< 
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*' Lieut E. Pitcher, " -* 107 00 

J. E. Pittmai), " '^ 100 00 
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Capt. J. Wittenmyer, " E., 

" Lieut J. M. Stoart, " " 

" Capt L S. Rowland, " F., 

" lient S. Chadwick, " " 

" Capt D. Hicks, " G., 

•• •* J. Van Annan, •« H., 

" LtJ.C. Doel, " •• 

'• Capt W. W. Dean, *• J., 

" Lieut Wm. Whipple " •' 

'* " E. Wright, '* " 



393 24 
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660 00 
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260 00 
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1800 00 


460 08 




466 00 
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** Capt. J. S. Williams, Co. K., 853 12 

" A. S. Williams, printing oaths, 18 00 

Total, $10,165 85 

On aqpount of the impe infections in the militia laws of our state, 
the officers labored under many and serious disadvantages in raising 
their several companies. There being no provision of law where- 
by a man who had enrolled himself, and taken the oath of office, 
and even be^n boaded, as many of them were, from one week to 
two months^ could be compelled to muster into tb3 service of the 
United States. In almost every instance, the several captains of 
companies would report- their companies full, consisting of ninety- 
four, rank and iile, and upon their arrival at the barracks, find their 
companies dwindled #own to bat twenty or thirty men, and there 
was no law by which they could be compelled to come. This de- 
fect in the law nearly doubled the expense of raising the regiment. 
All of whieh is respectfully submitted. 

Your ob*t servant, 

WM. L. GREENLY. 



Hou3F.. ( ^ Legislature, 

No. 21. ) i 1S48, 



REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNAL IM- 

PROVEMENT* 

The committee on internal improvement, to whom was referred 
t bill cntitkd "a bUl to improve the navigation of the Grand River, 
in the town of Michigan, as a public highway," respectfully report^ 
that an act entitled an act to authonze the erection of certain dams 
in Ingham and other counties of this state, approved March 9& 
1843, provides that John W. Burchard, his heirs and assigns, may 
build a dam across Grand River, in Ingham county, on section 9» 
town 4, north, range 2 west, and that when required by the associ- 
a'e judges of the circuit court of said county, said Birchard, his 
heirs and assigns shall construct therein or therewith, a convenient 
lock for the passage of boats, rafts, canoes, and other water craft. 
Which provision, in the opinion of your committee, sufficiently pro- 
tects the rights and interests of the public in that respect , an4 
James Seymour, as the assignee of John W. Burchard, may put in- 
such a lock as the wants of the public may require, under the di- 
rection of the associate judges of the county of Ingham, without 
any action on the part of the legislature. And your committee are 
of the opinion that the right of the said James Seymour to enter 
upon and overflow lands not his own, whether such lands belong to 
private individuals, or to the primary schooi fund of the state, is of 
the same character pf similar rights between individual citizens 
generally, and that legislative action on the subject does not appear 
to be necessary. 

Still another provision of the bill appears to be objectionable, 
which is, that the said James Seymour and his heirs may, forever 
after such lock shall have been completed, be entitled to the surplus 
water of said river. Although the case is hardly supposable that 
any individual citizen, having no right to the lands on either side of 
the river where such dam and lock are situated, would ever claim 
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the right ot the use of the surplus water falling over such dam^^- 
yet the state has very prudently reserved, (in this as in other simil- 
ar cases,) the right to use this water whenever the same shall be ne- 
cessary for the purpose of internal improvement, or navigation, as 
will be seen by reference to the proviso in the 5th section of the act 
referred to, and which, in the opinion of your cemmittee, is a very 
judicious provision, and one which ought not to be repealed. And 
finally, from all the information which your committee are able to 
obtain in relation to the velocity of the river below said dam, there 
does not appear to be a near, or even a remote prospect of any 
person or persons raising, or attempting to raise the water below 
said dam so as injuriously to affect the rights of the said James 
Seymour ; and should such contingency arise, existing provisions 
of law are, it is believed, abundantly sufficient to remedy the evil* 
And hence your committee are unanimous in the opinion that no le- 
gislation on the subject is necessary. 

K.C ROUSE. 



»s . - « I 
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i 



LSOISLATTJRE. } ^ HoUSB DcWJ. 

1848. S /. No. 21. 



A List of all the Internal Lnprovemem Lands of the State in the Lower 
Peninsula remaining unsold^ and not by law withheld from sale^ up 
to March 2dd, IBAS : 

KALAMAZOO COUNTY. 
Defciiption. 8eo. Town. Range. Quwtfi^ 

S e qr of n w qr and n w qr of s e and > 

n e qr of 8 w qr ^ 20 4S 9W 120 

W hf of s e qr, 80 4 9 80 

N e qr of 8 e qr and s w qr of s e qr, . 14 16 80 

Nwqrofseqr, 7 4 10 40 

Neqrofnwqr, 9 " " 40 

E hf of n e qr and n w qr of n e qr, 12 " " 120 

S qr of 8 w qr 22 " " 40 

N w qr 25 " " 160 

E hf of n w qr and n w qr of n w qr, 27 « " 120 

Seqrofswqr, 28 " " 40 

Neqrofneqr, 35 " " 40 

E hf of n e qr, n w qr of n e qr and n e 

qr of ij w qr, w hf of n w qr, n e qr ^ 36 " " 360 

of s e qr, w hf of 8 w qr, 
S w qr of n w qr, 

S hf of n e qr, 

W hf of se qr, 

N e qr of s w qr, 

E hfof n w qr, s w qr of n w qr and w 

hf of 8 w qr, ^ 35 " " 200 

ST. J08BPH COUNTY. 

Swqrofneqr 

S w qr of n w qr and n w qr of s w qr 

S e qr of n e qr 

S e qr of 8 e qr and n w qr of s w qr 

Seqrofseqr 

N w qr of n e qr 

1 



1 4S 


3 IIW 


40 


2 " 


(i 


80 


24 " 


(( 


80 . 


26 " 


* <4 


40 



7 


5S 9W 


40 


18 


(( u 


80.14 


6 


5 10 


40 


13 


(( (( 


80 


2 


5 11 


40 


11 


(( (( 


40 



fi 
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VAN BUHBN COUNTY. 








DeMiiptSmL 


See. Town. 


Range. 


QuaatltT 


S w qr of n w qr 


1 


48 


14W 


40 


Bhfofn eqr 


2 


44 


44 


80 


6HIAWAB0XX COUNTY. 








Nbf 


8 


7N 


IE 


295.52 


Nhf 


4 


l( 


44 


286.6» 


S w qr 


8 


U 


2 


160 


8 e qr, e hf of s w qr & 8 w qr of s w qr 


4 


u 


44 

) 


280 


Whfofswqr 


1 


8 


44 


80 


Entire, 


2 


M 


44 


579.56 


Ehf 


8 


i« 


44 


287.6T 


Whf 


4 


(t 


-44 


291.72 


Ehf 


5 


t( 


44 


295.58 


E hf of s e qr & n • qr, ^ n w qr 


6 


U 


44 


400 


Entire 


9 


(C 


44 


640 


Entire 


10 


u 


44 


640 


Entire 


11 


u 


44 


640 


Entire 


12 


(t 


44 


640 


Whf of nwqr 


14 


41 


44 


80 


N h^ and s e qr 


15 


44 


U 


480 


Neqr 


22 


44 


44 


160 


W hf of nwqr 


28 


U 


44 


80 


8w qr andwhfof n w qr 


26 


(4 


44 


240 


Ehf 


27 


44 


44 


320 


E hf of 8 w qr 


u 


44 


44 

1 


80 


Entire 


1 


7 


8 


698.17 


S w qr, n w qr of s e qr and n bf 


2 


(4 


44 


567.91 


N wqr 


4 


44 


44 


188.30 


Nhf 


5 


44 


44 


884.22 


Ehf of neqr 


10 


7 


3 


80 


N wqr ; whf of n e qr & w hf ofs wqr 


It 


44 


44 


820 


E hfof n w, and w hf of n e qr 


12 


44 


44 


160 


Entire 


1 


8 


44 


687.09 


E hf ^ n w qr 


2 


44 


44 


506.69 


Nhf 


8 


44 


44 


381.48 


E hf of 8 w qr 


4 


44 


44 


482.26 


Entire 


10 


44 


44 


640 
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BHIAWASaXX COUNTT— CONTINUED. 

DefcripttoD. 

W hf, 8 eqr and w hf of n e qr 
Shf andehfofneqr 
N e qr and whf of 8 eqr 
Whf 

Neqr 

E faf ^ 8 w qr 
N hf of s e qr 

N hf, s e qr and e hf of s w qr 
Seqr 
Shf 

w hfof n e qr and w hf of s e qr 
E hf and e hf of s w qr 
Sw qr % 

S eqr 
Entire 
Entire 
N eqr 

S w qr and s w qr of s e qr 
N c qr 

E hf de 8 w qr 
Se qr 
Nhf 
N c qr 

S w qr and w hf of se qr 
S eqr 
Entire 
Nhf 
Entire 

EhTandnwqr 
W hij n e qr and w hf of s e qp 
N w qr; w hf of n e qr and e hf of s w qr 
Entire 

E hf and 8 w qr 

W hf of n w qr and n e qr of n w qr 
S w qr and w hf of s e qr 
Entire 
Shf; e kf of neqr andwhfof n w or 



See. 


TOWB. 


Range. 


Qautitj. 


11 


8N 


8E 


560 


12 


i( 


(C 


400 


13- 


ii 


M 


240 


14 


(« 


ii 


820 


15 


(( 


ti 


160 


24 


(t 


tl 


480 


28 


(( 


It 


480 


25 


t( 


ii 


560 


81 


u 


ti 


160 


82 


i( 


ii 


820 


88 


(( 


it 


160 


86 


(( 


Ii 


400 


2 


7 , 


4 


160 


8 


(( 


ii 


160 


4 


H 


ii 


698.21 


5 


(( 


ii 


702.16 


6 


U 


.t 


191.04 


7 


« 


(i 


252.52 


6 


(( 


ii 


160 


10 


U 


ii 


480 


11 


»( 


ii 


160 


14 


(( 


(i 


820 


15 


(( 


ii 


160 


3 


8 


it 


240 


4 


u 


ii 

* 


160 


5 


8 


4 


482.48 


6 


it 


it 


417.48 


7 


u 


it 


725.68 


e 


u 


it 


480 


9 


u 


.i 


560 


10 


u 


it 


820 


18 


u 


it 


640 


15 


4C 


it 


,480 


*? 


(1 


it 


168,72 


^19 


(( 


it 


211.44 


20 


u 


ti 


640 


ftl 


it 


it 


480 



House Doc. No. il. 



8HIAWAS8EE COUNTY — CONTIKTED. 



Deacriptien. 


Sec. 


Town- 


Range. 


Quantity. 


W hf, and w hf of n e qr 


22 


8N 


4E 


400 


NM 


^4 


C( 


(( 


320 


Whfofswqr 


25 


(( 


4( 


80 


Ehf 


26 


u 


(4 


320 . 


Nhf 


28 


(( 


44 


320 


N hf ; e hf of s e qr and w hf of s w qr 


29 


u 


44 


480 


E hf of ne qr, ef hfof s e qr and w hf 


30 


(( 


44 


587-9^ 


Whf 


31 


(( 


44 


43428 


W hf of n w qr 


32 


4( 


44 


80 


E hf n w qr and e hf of s e qr 


32 


U 


44 


160 


N w qr 


33 


4( 


44 


160 


N eqr 


35 


u 


44 


160 


SAGINAW COUNTY. 








i 

S e qr and w hfof s w qr, 


13 


9N 


4E 


240 


ehf . 


14 


9 


4 


420 


ehf 


23 


9 


4 


320 


n e qr and e hfof s e qr 


24 


9 


4 


240 


e hf of n e qr and e hf of s e qr 


25 


9 


4 


160 


shf 


31 


9 


4 


368.88 


entire 


1 


11 


6 


594.00 


entire 


2 


11 


6 


581.02 


n hf and n pt of s hf 


11 


11 


6 


542 


nhf 


12 


11 


6 


320 


nptofshf 


12 


11 


6 


219.92 


n e qr and s hf 


1 


12 


6 


469«93 


e hf of s e 


2 


12 


6 


80 


e hf n w qr and e hf of s w qr 


12 


12 


6 , 


560 


n e qr w hf of s e qr and w hf 


11 


12 


6 


560 


n e qr and w hf 


13 


12 


6 


480 


entire 


14 


12 


6 


640 


u 


15 


12 


6 


640 


n e qr and w hf ' 


21 


12 


6 


480 


e hf n w qr arid e hf of s w qr 


22 


12 


6 


560 


entire 


23 


12 


6 


640 


e hf n w qr and n hf of s w qr 


24 


12 


6 


566 


w hf of n e qr s h of n w qr and s hf 


25 


12 


6 


480 


entire 


26 


12 


6 


640 
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SAGINAIV COUNTY — CONTINUED. 



Description. 


Sec 


!. Town 


Range^ 


Quantity. 


e hf of n w qr e hf and s w qr 


27 


12N 


6E 


560 


n hf e hf of s eqrand w hf of s w qr 


28 


12 


6 


480 


entire 


83 


12 


6 


640 


e hf e hf of n w qr and s w qr 


34 12 


6 


560 


entire 


85 


12 


6 


640 


e hf n w qr and e hf s w qr 


36 


12 


6 


560 


whf 


1 


10 


7 


265.40 


nhf 


2 


10 


7 


195.55 


s eqr 


9 


10 


7 


160 


shf 


10 


10 


7 


320 


shf 


11 


10 


7 


320 


w hf of s w qr 


12 


10 


7 


80 


entire 


14 


10 


7 


640 


i( 


15 


10 


7 


640 


«< 


22 


10 


7 


640 


whf^ 


23 


10 


7 


320 


entire 


3 


11 


7 


558.67 




4 


11 


7 


556.42; 


(( 


5v 11 


7 


549.17 


e hf and e pt w hf 


6 




7 


394.70 


n e qr e pt of n w qr and s pt 


7 




7 


405.28 


entire 


8 




7 


640 


e hf and s wqr 


9 




7 


480 , 


entire 


10 




7 


640 


w hf of n e qr 8^nd n w qr 


15 




7 


240 


n e qr w hf of s e qr and w hf 


17 




7 


560 


e pt 


18 




7 


36.28 


w hf of n e qr and w hf of s e qr and w hf 


25 




7 


480 


entire 


1 


12 


7 


620.54 


(( 


2 


12 


7 


621.24 


e hf of s e qr 


3 


12 


7 


80 


n wqr 


4 


12 


7 


152.88 


entire 


5 


12 


7 


621-74 


(( 


• 6 


12 


•7 


561.52 


(( 


7 


12 


7 


585.68 


n e qr and w hf 


8 


12 


7 


480 


e hf of n e qr c hf of s e qr and w hf 


10 


12 


7 


480 


entire 


11 


11 


7 


640 
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SAGINAW COUNTY — CONTINUED. 



DeteriptloQ. 


See. Town. 


Range. 


Quanttty. 


entire 


12 12N 


7E 


640j 


e hf and n w qr 


14 12 


7 


480 


n e hf and w hf 


15 12 


7 


480 


entire ^ 


17 12 


7 


640 


i« 


18 12 


7 


592.48 


Ci 


19 12 


7 


598.80 


s e hf and e hf of s w qr 


20 12 


7 


240 


entire 


21 12 


7 


640 


i( 


22 12 


7 


640 


i( 


23 12 


7 


640 


w hf n w qr and w hf of s w qr 


24 12 


7 


160 


n e qr and w hf 


26 12 


7 


480 


entire 


27 12 


7 


640 


u 


28 12 


7 


640 


(( 


29 12 


7 


640 


t( 


30 12 


7 


605.60 


(( 


81 12 


7 


610.56 


u 


32 12 


r 


640 


ti 


33 12 


7 


640 


f 


34 12 


7 


640 


e hf and n w qr and e hf of s w qr 


12 13 


7 


560 


e hf e hf n w qr and w hf of s w qr 


13 13 


7 


480 


ehf andnw qr 


14 13 


7 


480 


s eqr 


15 13 


7 


160 


€ hf of n e qr and e hf of s e qr 


20 13 


7 


160 


entire 


21 13 


7 


640 


u 


22 13 


7 


640 


e hf and s w qr 


23 13 


7 


480 


e hf w hf of n w qr and s w qr 


24 13 


7 


560 


entire 


25 13 


7 


640 




26 13 


7 


640 


U 


27 13 


7 


640 


e hfandn w qr 


28 13 


7 


400 


entire 


29 13 


7 


640 


shf 


30 13 


-^ 7 


280.88 


entire 


31 13 


7 


566 


s e qr and w hf 


32 13 


7 


480 
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SAGINAW COUNTY— CONTINUIB. 






Beicription. 


Sec. 


Town. 


lUng«. 


Qusti^. 


« wqr 


83 18N 


7E 


160 


n w qr and e| hf of s e qr 


84 


13 


7 


240 


e hfands w qr 


35 


13 


7 


480 


entire ^ 


86 


13 


7 


640 


TUSCOLA COUNTY. 








s e qr and s w qr of n e qr 


80 


12N 


8E 


200 


€ hf e hf of n w qr and hf of s w qr 


• 18 


13 


8 


480 


whffrlof nw qr 


18 


18 


8 


71.37 


whffrlofs wqr 


18 


18 


8 


71.58 


GENISEE COUNTt. 








whf 


20 


»N 


5E 


820 


w hf of n w qr and w hf of s w qr 


89 


9 


5 


160 


e hf of n e qr and e hf of s e qr and s w qr 


80 






273.32 


e hf of n e qr and n w frl qr 


81 






195.64 


ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 








Ehf , 


11 ] 


LON 15E 


820 


W hf of se qr and s wqr 


1 


10 


16 


240 


Entire (except lot 5) 


4 


(( 


i( 


780.62 


Lots 2, 8, 4, 5, 6 and 7, s hf of n e qr dc 


^ 








s c qr^<k; e hf of s w qr & s w qr of s w 


L ^ 


(( 


4« 


704.78 


« ^^ 


J 








S e qr of n e qr 


7 


(i 


U 


40 


W hf of n e qr dc n w qr dc s e qr & e 


) 








hfofswqr ' 


) ^ 


u 


(( 


480 


N hf of s w qr 


10 


(( 


U 


80 


N eqr; whf ofs e qr and w hf 


12 


u 


ill 


560 


E hf of n w qr and n w qr of n w qr 


18 


(( 


ii 


120 


N eqr of n e qr 


14 






40 


N hfofneqr 


21 






80 


SANILAC COUNTS 


• 




■ 




Shf 


1 U 15 


320 


Nhf 


12 


(( 


u 


820 


Entire 


13 


(( 


u 


640 


E hf; e hf of n w qrands wqr 


14 


(( 


(( 


560 


Whf 


28 


M 


(( 


820 


Whfofnw qrands hf 


13 : 


L2 


(4 


400 


Whf 


15 






320 


Se qr 


22 




- 


160 


Enti're 


28 






640 



6 



House Doc. No. 21. 



SANILAC COUNTY — <!ONTINUED. 



Deicript'on. 

Nhf 

S e qr 

Entire 

E hf of s w qr - 

Entire ^ 

Shf 

Nhf 

W hf of n w qr 

W hf 

S wqr 

S wqr 

N hf and e hf s w qr 

Shfs eqr, n w qr of s eqr & neqrof s 
w qr ^31 

Entire 18 12 

Nhf 19 

Whf 29 

Ehfofswqr 30 

Nhf ' 31 



Bee. Town. Range. 

24 12N 15E 
25 
26 
34 
36 

6 11 

7 

8 
19 

20 11 
29 
30 



it 



(C 



(( 



«« 



IONIA COUNTY. 

Lots 2, 3, 4 and 7 3 

E hf & e hf n w qr & n w qr of n w qr 4 

S w qr of n e qr, s hf of n w 5 

N 6 qr of s e qr and s w qr 5 

N w qr of s e qr 8 

E hf ofnwqr 6c ehfof 8 w qr 9 

« 

E hf of n w qr & n w qr of n w qr, n e > 

qrofswqr ' v 13 

Nhf of n e qrdc ehfof nw qr 14 

Se qrofswqr 19 

N e qr and w hf 1 

Keqrandwhf 2 

S eqr 3 

Lot No. 3 5 

N w qr of s e qr 7 

S e qr of s e qr 8 



8 



(i 



(( 



t( 



(( 



(( 



16 



16 



« 



it 



(( 



i( 



u 



7 



8W 



u 
u 
u 
(( 
(( 



duantitx- 
320 

160 
640 
480 
640 
320 
320 
80 
320 
160 
160 
400 

160 
640 
320 
320 
480 
320 

180.67 

472,86 

120 

1200 

40 

160 

160 

160 

40 

520.78 
502.18 
160 

56.5Q 

40 

40 
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7 

it 



lONI.V COUNtY— CONTINUED. 
Description. Sec. Town. 

N e qr of s w qr 49Pi 9 7N 

E hf of n w qr & s eqr of s w, & w hf of s > ' 
w qr ) 10 

N e qr df n w, & s w qr of s e qr & a e^r ? 
ofswqr ^11 

W hf of n hf of s e qr & e hf of s w qr 12 

W hf of n e qr <& e hf of n w qr, s w qr of > 
n w qr 5-^4 

Nwqrof neqr& seqrofneqr 15 

Swqrofneqr 18 

Seqrofn wqr& ehfof ewqr 24 8 

N w qr of n e qr, s e qr of n e qr & w hf ,of ? 
s e qr, c hf of s w qr, s w qr of s w qr ^26 

Whfofseqr 80 

N e qr of n e qr, lots 3 & 4 & w hf of s w qr 33 

S wqrof n eqr& seqr 86 

S e qr of n e qr, w hf of n e qr, e hf of n w > 
qr, s e qr and e hf of s w qr ^36 

MONTCALM COUNTY. 
Whf .30 

E hf, n hf of n w qr, c hf of s w qr & n w qr 7 

'ofswqr ^ 4 

N hf of s e qr and n hf of s tv qr 5 

Nhf 6 

* 

N e qr of n e qr and n hf of n w qr 9 

Ehf; n w qr and e hf of s w qr 10 

N e qr and n e qr of s e qr 15 

E hf of 8 e qr and s w qr of s eqr 22 

N e qr, e hf of n w qr and e hf of s e qr, ? 
. n w qr of s e qr and s w qr ^23 

Entirt 26 

N hf of n e qr, e hf of s c qr, s w qr of s e qr, > 
whf ofswqr ^27 

Seqr 28 

N hf of n e qr ds s e qr of n e qr, n w qr & ? 

nwofsehf ^31 

N hf, e hf of s e qr 

N w qr of s e qr and n e qr of s w qr 32 



Range. 

8W 



u 



9 



8 



<t 



t( 



8 



4t 
it 



Quantity. 

40 

200 

120 
240 

200 

80 

' 40 

120 

280 
80 

195.44 
200 

440 

288.87 

513.02 
160 

827.16 

200 
560 
200 
120 

520 
607.60 

280 
160 

315.14 

480 



Sec. Towa. 


Range. 


aointiiy. 


ft9 IN 


iw 


80 


33 




640 


34 




640 


35 




424.15 


1 " 


8 


40 


4 " 




243.64 


1. 




285.41 


6 




120 


8 




40 


10 




120 


11 




80 


16 " 


U 


80 
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montcalm county— continued. 

Deflcription. 

W hf of 8 w qr 

Entire 

Entire 

Lotsl ds 4 dcseqrofnwqrand shf 

Neqrofseqr 

Ne qr and lots 1 and 6 

N e qr of n w qr, shf of n w qr, n e qr of s 
e qr, 8 e qr of s w qr & w hf of s w qr 

S hf of n e qr 62; s e qr of w qr 

Nw qrofn wqr 

S hf of n e qr and n w hf of n w qr 

S w qr of n e qr, s w qr of n w qr 

Nhfofseqr 

Seqrof neqr,whfofneqr,ehf of n w 

qr, 8 w qr of n w qr, 8 e qr, e hf of n w ^ 19 235.20 

qr, 8^w qr of n w qr, 

N e qr, e hf of n w qr, 8 w of n w qr, n e qr 
of 8 e qr, w hf of s w qr ^20 400 

Neqr 21 160 

N e qr of n e qr & lots 1,2, 3 & 4 Ac e hf of > 

seqr 5 22 354.95 

neqrofs'wqr 38 9 8 40 

nhfofneqr 32 " « • 80 

neqrofn eqr w hf of n eqr ehf of n w ) ^g 240 

qr and n e qr of s w qr 3 

lotsl,,2, 3,4and7nwqrneqrofswqr, 19 " 533.93 

w hf of s w pt 4 " 

entire 8 u- « 54Q 

8 e qr e hf n e qr lots 1, 2, 8, 9 '' «' 520.50 

ebfofseqrs wqrofseqr&n wqrofneqr 17 " " 160 

nwqtofnwqr 17 " " 40 

lotB2,3and6 17 " " 139.30 

n hf and w hf of s w qr 18 " " 408.98 

«hfofneqrandswqrofneqrandehf?,a u u -.^i. «** 

of 8 eqr and lot No. 3, ^^^ ' ^^^-3^ 

ehfswqr of nwqrehfofswqr 20 " « 440 

entire 21 << ^ 640 
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MONTCALM COUNTY— CONTINUED. 

Description. Sec. Town. Eange. 

ehfn w qrehfs wqrn wqrof s wqr 28 ION 8W 

n c qr of s e qr 80 *' 

lots 1 &2swqrofneqrnwqrd5n hf of 9 gi 
8 wqr ^ 

lots No. 3, 6&7dc8dc9ehf ofswqrn /^^ 
IV qr of 8 wqr 



a 



(i 



(( 



C( 



44 




e hf e hf of n w qr s w qr of n w qr ehf s ? go 
w qrn wqr ofsw qr ^ 



BARUT COUNTT. 

s w qr of n c qr aftd n w qr 

ehf of neqrseqr ofn w qrandw hfof n 
wqrehf of seqrseqr of s wqr andw 
h of 8 w qr 

KENT COUNTY. 

neqrofnwqr 

n hfof n wqr 

n whfofn wqr 

8 e qr of 8 6 qr 

n w qr ofn e qr 

8 hf of n e qr and e hfof n w qr 

seqrofs wqr 

n w qr ofn e qr 

n e qr ofn w qr (or lot 1,) 

lots 1, 2 and 3, 

8 wqr of 8 wqr 

whfofsii^c^qr 

e hf of n w qr and n w qr ofn w qr 

8 e qr of H w qr n e qr of s w qr 

n w qr of s e qr & n e qr of s w qr 

n e qr of n e qr n w qr of n w qr s e qr of 
n w qr 

8 e qr of n e qr n e qr of s w qr 
B e qr of nw qr n w qr of s w qr 
8 w qr of n w qr 
n w qr of 8 w qr 
nhfof n w qr 
• hfofnw<ir 



44 



44 



5 
5 
18 
1 
8 

5 

6 

7 

9 
10 
11 
18 
19 
2i 
24 

25 

27 
30 

81 
85 

1 

2 



6N 
7 



44 

8 

44 
44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

4i 



9 
9 



9 

44 



9W 

44 
44 
44 
U 

44 
44 
44 
44 
44 

44 
44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 
44 

44 
44 

44 

(4 



(Quantity. 

600 
40 

855.95 
812,65 
560 



281.09 

40D 



48.09 

44.50 

40 

40 

68.69 

182.8t 

40 

67 

34.80 
150.85 

40 

78.24 
118.87 

80 

80 

120 

80 

77.87 

36.86 
40 

91.79 

88.42 
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KENT COUNTY — CONTINUED. 

Description. Si 

n e qr of ne qr 

lots 1, 2 and 3 

n w qr of n w qr 

lot No. 3, 

lot No. 5, 

n w qr of n e qr s e qr of n e qr 

n w qr of n w qr 

s w qr of n w qr 

|0t 5, s w qr of 8 e qr and s hf Of a w qr 

swqrofnwqr 

e hf of n e qr lots 1, 2 and 8, n hf s e qr s hf 
of s w qr 

entire 

u 

a 

n hf w hf of s e qr and s w qr 

s w qr of n e qr n w qr w hf of s e qr e hf 
of s w qr 

w hf of n e qr n e qrof n w qr n e qr of a 

wqr 

w hf of n e qr and n w qr 
n hf and s w qr 
entire 

w hf n e qr e hf of n w qr lots 1, 2 & 3 & s 
wqr , • 

lots 1, 2 and 3 and s w qr^of n e qr n hf of 
s wqr 

e hf e hf of n w hf lots 1 & 2, e hf of s w qr 
s w qr pf s w qr 

6 hf s e qr s e qr of s w qr 

8 w qr 

e hf s w qr 

n wqrof s eqr 

n hf of n w qr 

s e qr of n e qr 



;. Town. 


Range. 


Quantity. 


7 


9N 


9W 


88.42 


8 


(t 


44 


109.68 


17 


(( 


44 


40 


18 


(I 


41 


39 


17 


(i 


44 


19.15 


19 


(( 


44 


80 


20 


u 


44 


40 


32 


t( 


44 


40 


34 


(t 


44 


151.80 


35 


(( 

k 


44 


40 


13 


10 


44 


424.10 


14 


i< 


44 


611.10 


15 


«t 


44 


209.97 


21 


(( 


44 


640 


22 


(( 


44 


379.90 


23 


(( 


44 


544.70 


24 


it 


44 


360 


25 


u 


44 


160 


26 






227.60 


27 






466.65 


28 






640 


33 






626.72 


34 






352.60 


35 






260.35 


3^ 






' 596.20 


7 


5 


10 


120 


8 


4< 


(4 


160 


32 


6 


44 


80 


31 


u 


44 


40 


5 


7 


44 


68.76 


11 


(4 


44 


40 
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KENT COUNTY— continued. 








Description. 1 


Sec. Town. 


Kange. 


QunHttty 


w hf of n e qr and n hf of n w qr 


1 


8N 


low 


224.35 


n w qr and n w qr of s w qr 


2 


u 


u 


249.12 


n hf of n e qr s hf of n w qr w hf of s w qr 


8 


u 


u 


290.68 


s hf of n e qf n hf of s e qr 


4 


u 


C( 


160 


s hf of n w qr s w qr of n w qr 


5 


it 


(4 


167.07 • 


s hf of n w qr 


13 


u 


(i 


80 


s wqr of n e qr n eqr of s w qr 


23 


u 


(( 


1^0 


s e qr of n w qr 


29 


(( 


4i 


40 


s e qr of n w qr 










•n e qr of s w qr 


36 


t( 


ti 


80 


n e qr of n e qr w hf of n e qr s e qr of s e 


> 4 


9 


4( 


604.30 


qr and w hf of s e qr, w hf 


m^ <K 


^^ 




x^ ^^^m% m^ ^.r 


entire 


5 


(C 


(I 


683.88 


e.hfandswqr 


6 


ii 


4t 


517.66 


entire 


7 


u 


U 


665.06 


4( 


8 


H 


it 


640 



neqrof neqrwhfofne qrs eqrofse ? ^ ^^ ,, 
qr w hf of s e qr dc w hf 

w,hf of n e qr 



560 



n w qr of n w qr w hf of s e qr 




10 


» < 


\i f( 


200 


s hf of s e qr n hf of s w qr s w qr of 


s w qr 16 


\ < 


It 41 


200 


N w qr of s e qr 




25 


9 


10 

( 


40 


S e qr of n e qr, n w qr of s e qr & lot No. 2 26 






113.40 


N wqr of swqr 




32 




., 


40 


Seqrofnwqr 




34 






40 


S e qr of s e qr, w hf of s e qr 




34 






120 


S w qr of s w qr 


% 


36 






40 


S e qr of n e qr, n hf ofs e qr & n e 
s wqr 


qrofi 
( 

1 


I 1 


5 


11 


160 


S e qr of n e qr & n hf of s e qr 




2 


(( 


it 


120 


E hf, ehf of n w qr, s w qr 




13 


(( 


44 


560 


£ hf of s e qr 




14 


(t 


44 


80 


N w qr of s e qr, e hf of s w qr 




19 


u 


«i 


120 


S e qr of s w qr & w hf of s w qr 




81 


u 


44 


110.27 


E hf ofse qr 




.32 


(( 


44 


^80 


Seqrofsw qr 




36 


6 


11 


40 
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KENT COUNTY— CONTINUED. 

DeteripUoB. 8«c. Town. Xange. QuaaUty. 

Seqr 1 9N11W 160 

Shfofneqrandnwqr 2 « " 253.76 

Nqr, ehfofnwqr 3 " " 257.03 

Whf 4 « « 839.25 

Entire 5 " " 667.12 

Neqrandwhf 6 « " 508.66 

Entire 7 « « 543.25 

Entire 8 " " 640 

Whf « .* 320 

Ehfofn wqrtndseqr 16 " '< 240 

Shf 11 « " 320 

S w qr, n e qr, s l^fof n w qr, w hf of s e ? 

qr and n e qr of 8 e qr 5 12 '^ '* 520 

Ehfofnwqr 15 " " 80 

Ehfofneqr & w hf of s eqr, lotl ds s^ 

w qr of n e qr 5^8 241.45 

E hf of n e qr, n hf of s e qr, e hf of 8 w qr 19 240.00 

Whfofswqr 19 73.77 

S hf and n e qr 20 480 

Whfofnwqr&neqrof 8wqr 21 9 11 120 

Whfofneqr 22 «• ** 80 

Nwqr 24 « " 160 

Ehfofswqr 27 *« « 80 ^ 

Ehf of se qr &n w qrof 8 eqr, 8 e of n ? 

w qr and 8 e qr of s w qr ^28 " " 200 

Ehfofnwqr &n eqr of 8 wqr 29 «' *« 120 

Whfofneqr&ehfofnwqrdj 30 ** « 160 

Whf of nwqr and whfofswqr 30 " " 147.07 

Scqrofawqr 80 " " 40 

S w qr of neqr& ehfofswqr 31 ** « 43.34 

N w qr of 8 eqr & n e qrof 8W qr 32 " " 80 

E hf of n e qr, n w qr ds n e qr of 8 e qr, ? 

ehfofswqr 5 33 360 

N hf 34 320 

Beqrofswqr 12 5 12 40 

W hf of ne qr, n wqr,n w qr of s e qr, e > 

hfofswqr 513 " " 360 
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34 

35 

1 

1 



KENT COUNTY— <!ONTIKUB0. 

Doeription. Sec. Town. 

Ncqrofswqr 15 

S e qr of s w qr 18 

Whfofnwqr 20 

Whfofswqr 21 

Shfofsehf 22 

S c qr of n w qr 23 

S wqrof n w qr, ehfof swqr 28 

W hf ofn eqr, sw qrofnwqr, n wqrof ? 
seqr 3 29 

W hf of n w qr, n w qr of s w qr 82 

Nhfof n e qr & n wqrof»eqr, e hf of 
8 w qr 

S wqrof se qr 

S e qr of 8 w qr 

N eqr andwhf 

Shf of n e qr, 8 hf ofn w qr ds n hf of s w qr 2 

Nhfofseqr 8 

N w qr of 8 w qr 4 

Neqrofswqr 5 

Ne qr, w hf of seqr and whf 6 

N e qr of n w qr, w hf of n wqr, 8 e qr ofs ^ 
w qr 

Shf ofn eqr 

Ehfofn wqr 

Ehfof 8 eqr and B w qrof se qr 

£ hf of n w qr 

N e qr of n w qr 

EhfH>fseqr 

S hf ofn wqr, seqr, ehfof s wqr, s wqr 
of 8 w qr 

S hf of n e qr, e hf of n w qr dc n e qr of s e qr 25 

Entire 11 10 

" 12 

" 13 

15 

** 17 



5N12W 



^7 

11 

12 
14 
18 
19 
28 

24 



({ 
tt 
i( 
ii 

u 
(t 

i( 
a 

5 
1 

8 

9 

it 

t( 

(( 
(i 

(t 
ii 
tt 
it 
it 
It 
u 

u 
it 



It 
it 
it 
ii 
it 
it 

• 

it 
it 

12 

it 

it 

it 

It 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

a 

it. 
it 

tt 

it 

u 

it 

it 
it 

it 



Cluaaitty 

40 
40 
80 
80 
80 
40 
120 

160 
120 

200 

40 

40 
515.36 

^40 

80 

40 

40 
551.12 

158.73 
80 
480 

120 
80 
40 
80 

280 
200 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
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KENT COUNTY— CONTINUED. 



Description. 



i« 

U 

il 

i 
I 



Sec. Town. Range. 


Quantity. 


18 10N12W 


635.02 


Id 


634.70 


20 


640 


21 


640 


22 


642 


23 


640 


24 


640 


25 


640 


26 


640 


27 


640 


28 


640 


29 


640 


30 


626.89 


31 


690.52 



N e qr of n e qr, w hf of n « qr, s e qr of a e 

qr, w hf of s e qr and w hf ^32 

Ehf, ehf nwqr, n w qrofnwqr,ehf of > 



560 



s w qr, s w qr of s w qr 5 


33 






560 


Entire 


34 






640 


N hf, n hf of s e qr, n hf of s w hf 


35 






490 


Entire 


36 






640 


ALLEGAN COUNTY 


« 








N eqr 


5 


4 


u 


156.40 


whf 


6 


a 


it 


289.07 


whf 


7 


i( 


it 


296.52 


whf 


18 


(( 


u 


294.92 


n w qr and w hf of s w qr 


19 


(( 


u 


eia48 


8 e qr of s w qr 


1 


u 


12 


40 


n hf of n w qr e hf of sr w qr 


2 


({ ' 


it 


150.57 


1 
n w qr & 8 hf of 8 w qr 8 w qr of s w qr 


11 


(( 


«i 


280 


ehf 


12 


(( 


ti 


320 


n fe qr s e qr of n w qr n hf of s e qr n e qr ( 
of s w qr 5 


!l3 

1 






320 


8 w qr of n e qr and w hf 


14 






360 


n e qr n e qr of s e qr w hf of s e qr 


22 






280 


8 e qr ofn wqr 


24 






40 
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ALLEGAN COUNTY— CONTINCED. 
Description. Sec. Town. Range. 

n e qr e hf n w qr 8 w qr of n w qr 25 4N 11 W 

neqr sec. 27, andwhf of ne qrs eqr of s ^^g 



e qr and w hf of s e qr 



OTTAWA COUNTY. 



32 
23 
26 
1 
2 
4 
5 

9 

10 
11 
14 
17 

21 
22 



8 hf of n e qr and s hf 

s w qr of n w qr and n w qr of s w qr 

w hfof ne qr 

s e qr of n w qr and n w qr 

» e qr of s e qr 

nwqrofneqr 

n e qr of n e qr w hf of n e qr and w hf 

n e qr of n e qr w hf of n w qr s e qr of s w 
qr w hf of s wqr 

n e qr of n e qr and e hf of s w qr 

8 w qr of n w qr 

n hfof s e qr 

e hf of n e qr 

n e qr e hf n w qr and n w qr of n w qr s w 
qr of s e qr n e qr of s w qr 

n w qr 

8 e qr of n e qr s hfof n w qr s e qr of s w qr 26 

n e qr and n e qr of s w qr 

8 e qr of n w qr n w qr of s e qr 

8 hf of n e qr and n e qr of s e qr 

n e qr e hf of s e qr 

n w qr of n e qr & s w qr n w qr 

entire 

n w qr 

n hf n hf of s e qr and n hf of s w qr 

entire 

n w qr of n e qr n e qr of n w qr 

nhf 

e hf of n e qr s w qr of 9 w qr 

w hf of n w qr 8 w qr of se qr & e hfof s w qr 13 

6 hf and n e qr and s e qr of n w qr 20 



5 

7 

6 
(( 

u 
u 



27 




35 




36 




1 


9 


2 


9 


3 


i( 


4 


it 


5 




6 




7 




9 




12 





13 

(( 

(4 

i( 
(( 
(4 
44 



8 13 



44 



44 



44 



44 



(^aantity. 
*'280 

360 



409 

80 

80 
200 

40 

43.82 
460.42^ 

240 

120 
40 
80 
80 

360.00 

160 

160 
200 

80 

120 

239.32 

364.26 

647.74 

162.06 

488-18 . 

610.67 

80 
320 
120 
200 
520 



18 
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OTTAWA COUNTY— CONTINUBO. 

Descriptioo. Sec. Town. 

nhfnhfofseqr / 

n 6 qr of s w qr and w hf of s w qr 

8 hf of n e qr & n e qr of n w qr s w qr of 
n w qr n eqr of s w qrw hf ofs w qr 

8 wqr of neqrseqrof nwqrwhf ofn w 
qr and n w qr of s w qr 

n e qr of s w qr 

ehfofnwqr 

n hf ofs eqr 

seqrofneqrwhfofn eqr shfofnwqrds 
shf 

entire 

flwqrofneqrs cqrofn wqr& nc qrofs 
w qr 

entire 
(( 

u 

(4 
it 
U 



Range. C^u^ntity. 



ehf 
entire 



It 



(t 



(( 



«( 



whf 
whf 
entire 



21 8N 13V 


V 520 


24 


260 


25 


200 


26 


40 


27 


80 


28 


80 


29 


520 


81 


617.9« 


32 


640 


1 
38 


120 


8 10 *' 


' 640 


9 


640 


10 


640 


13 


607.85 


14 


606.25 


15 


640 


17 


640 


18 


320 


19 


500.64 


20 


640 


21 


640 


22 


640 


23 


640 


24 


320 


25 


320 


26 


640 


27 


640 


28 


640 


29 


640 


30 


587.80 
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OTTAWA COITNTY— CONTIAtfllD. 



Deflcription. 

entire 



u 

(i 



w hf n e qr and w hf s e qr and w hf 

shf 

n w qr 

n w qr of n w qr 

nw qr ofn w qrands e qr of s w qr 

w hf of s e qr and lot 2, 

e hf n e qr of n w qr & w hf of n w qr - 

ehf e hf of nwqrn wqrof nwqr&swqr 

n hf s w qr 

shf 

n hf of n e qr & s hf of s e qr 

n e qr and w hf 

n w qr e hf of s w qr n w qn^of s w qr 

€ hf e hf of n w qr and s w qr 

shf of s eqr shfof s w qr 

shf of n e qr&e hf ofswqr ehfof nwqr 
& s e qr 

whf 
whf 

e hf e hf of n w qr s w qr of n w qr ^ s wqr 

S hfofn e qr and n hf of n w qr, 8 hfofs 
eqr 

S eqr of 8 e qr 
Seqrand whf 
Entire 

Ehf^swqr 
Entire 



a 



Sec. Town. 


Range. 


duantity. 


31 ION 13W 


592.T2 


82 

1 




640 


83 




640 


34 




640 


35 




640 


36 




480 


13 5 


14 


320 


24 " 


(( 


160 


3 7 


it 


40.54 


5 « 


a 


82.32 


6 « 


a 


134.60 


6 8 


. i( 


438 


•y it 


(( 


598.92 


2 9 


(( 


^80 


3 « 


(« 


320 


12 « 


(I 


160 


10 " 


4( 


480 


13 " 


il 


280 


14 " 


a 


560 


15 " 


(4 


160 


522 " 


(( 


400 


23 " 


u 


320 


26 « 


u 


320 


27 " 


u 


600 


28 9 : 


u 


240 


29 « 


44 


40 


81 " 


44 


475.68 


82 « 


44 


640 


88 " 


44 


480 


84 •* 


44 


640 


85 " 


44 


640 


36 " 


44 


640 
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OTTAWA COUNTY— CONTINUED. 

Deieriptioii. 

Neqrofneqr andwhfofn eqr 

E h^ 8 e qr of n w qr, w hf of n w qr & s w i 12 

Entire 

N e qr of n e qr, w hf of n e qr, n e qr 
of n w qr and n hf of s e qr 

N w qr of s e qr, n e qr of 8 w qr 

N w qr ofs e qrand n e qr of s w qr 

N hf of 8 e qr and n w qr ofs w qr 

S e qr of n e qr, w hf of n e qr, e hf of s e 

qr and n e qr of s w qr ^ 2b " " 240 

N e qr of n e qr, 8 w qr of n e qr, n e qr > 
of n w qr, 8 w qrof n w qr, w hf se qr 5 27 " " 240 

By act No. 19, of 1847, 25,000 acres were appropriated for the con- 
struction of a canal around Grand Rapids ; of which the canal compa- 
ny have selected' 16,493.74 acres. And they have yet to select from 
the foregoing list 8,506.26 acres. 

By act No. 40 of 1848, amount appropriated for Newaygo bridge 
and roads, Acres, 8,000.00 

Amount now selected, 1,583.80 



Bee. Town. 


lUnge. 


auantlty. 


1 8N15W 


120.16 


i 12 " 
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600 


13 " 
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640 


\ 24 '' 
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240 


21 " 


it 


80 


20 " 


ii 


80 


19 " 


(( ' 


115.36 



Amount to be selected, 1,416.20 
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To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of Michigan: 

The trustees of thd Michigan Central College, through their superin- 
tendent, beg leave to state, that at the time of the call, by your honor- 
able body for a report from said institution, their agent was absent on 
business, and did not return, although immediately sent for, until a 
very few days since. 

The time fixed for your adjournment is so close at hand, that it will 
be impossible for us to make any thing like a definite repoct prior to 
that period. 

We should be glad of an opportunity to be heard in your honorable 
foody, and could make our report in full if you should continue in session 
until the 10th of April next 

We win give you a very brief statement of our accounts, and it will 
not vary materially from a full report : 
Amountof outstanding debts (due) #647 50 

Am't of outst'g debts due prev's to Jan., 1, 49, 674 49 



Amount of money due to M. C. C, 2,100 00 

Am't to become due previous to Jan. 1, 1849, 1,700 00 



•1,321 99 



#3,800 00 



Contemplated expenditures up to Jan. 1, '49, 100 00 

E. J. THOMPSON, 
Superintendent M, C C 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 0N FEDERAL RELA- 
TIONS. 

The committee on federal relations, to whom was referred re- 
•olutkms of the states of Tennessee and Alabama, approving' of Mn 
Whitney's plan of a rail road from Lake Michigan to the Paolfic 
Ocean, respectfully report : 

That the transmission of said resolutions to the Executives ofltl# 
several states, seems to call for a public expression on the subject, 
through the proper organs ; and the work proposed, affecting as it 
does in an eminent degree, the whole Union and its future ddfltiDy, 
deserves the serious .attention of the public press, the people in 
their primary assemblies and their local legislatures. 

The project is, to authorize individuals or a eorpioration, undelr 
the general sv^Mrvision of the federal government, to build the road 
from the proceeds of lands along the line, to be sold for that pur^ 
pose. 

The obvious benefits of the work would be the practical annex -^ 
ation of the Oregon country to the XJAi ted States, the settlement 
of the wide domain west of oar border states and territories, and 
the openings with pecoHar advantages, a commercial intercourse 
with the i^nds of the Paoific and the remote oountries of Asia. 
. Recent events have rendered Oregon an important ooncem to 
our government. It is, no doubt, destined to be extensively settled, 
and- its feao^rees developed. The tide of emigration now setting 
in thai direecieQ, pvoves that at no distant day, on a large scale, it ii 
to be the ia)d of Amenc«n onterprise, and fiHed tntk its achieve'- 
mentSA Whm that time arfives, it is difllealc tb perceive bow h 
i^m flMtUi wider die sanM govensmeftt wi A tss, withtMit otbet 
iMans of obatteetioa aiad intercourse flian sow exist. That Mmi- 
Ikfity of jetttiitoent, of habit, of maentors, add eommnnity of iflter* 
esiB ai^on^ the same people, whieh are esseiieial t^ popular go- 

1 
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veinment and peaceful pursuits, can only be procured by constant 
and various intercourse. As vie are now situated, Oregon can be 
viewed only in the light of a distant, detached province. The ties 
of kindred and origin may suffice to bind us together for a period, 
but, without a close and constant communication, it will, in procet»6 
of time, be almost a matter of course for the inhabitants of Oregon 
to assert their independence. Thmr representation in Congress 
would be almost impracticable. It has been said by high authori- 
tyy th#t " the natural limit of a republic is that distaaee from the 
" eentrd whioh will barely allow the representatives of the people 
" to xA^et as oiien as may be necessary for ^e administration of 
*' public affairs." A rail road to the Pacific would annihilate «pace, 
Ik^d bring Oregon within this limit. 

Tl|e immense territories stretching to the west and oontiguou^ 
to the road) would be sold and settled. The great labor required 
in its construction, and the facilities afforded for travel and market, 
would attract immigration from the various quarters of the globe. 
Many employed on the work would ^ {select permanent residences 
aleng its route, and form mtoleii for n^ore extended settl^nents. 
Lookiog back but a third of a century u^on the woaderfal growth 
o^the valley of the Mississippi and the lake country^ owing much 
to their public improvements and facility of markets, who can 
doubt, that with such a chantnel of travel and corameroe as would 
be afforded \^y the proposed railway, with the as^vally increasing 
tide of foreign i|l^migration, the swellitig |»9pulatio& oftiie present 
states, forming a vast hive of future swaro^ of emigrants, at no re- 
mote period the wave ^of population would sweep westward over 
the Rpcky Mountains, and thus, coav^t tke whole conttnent to th^ 
do^i^i^tni in of man, and civiji^setioa. - 

.. TJie incidental benefit arii^ng £rom the sitle of |>iihlic lands would 
)^* ^ ^TX^ ii^^^' % ^ suo0^ ^f the rev«kttien-Hto cessions of 
0«.vjeral states aad the parchasi) q{ Imuisknn'Cnii Jrlozuht^ the Un'- 
ionbecaooe iovested mlh ftn^ itniiusnse uncnbiva^d^letHtory. Tb 
t^iffioumiff tb» m^ frfl4s ait Ji OTiw»i -df ihis^do«iaiA^TapHllya«]pMh 
titJe has «ver. been tbe settled and 8«icoe6afiil policy t^flthe gw^ttdi 
gofemo^eiuj paAily.foMhe.i-e^en^e' derived tJ>ertfroBi,*bulf prittta'' 
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pally to extend and strengthen the coofederacy--<aogment itfi wetkh 
and develop its resources. Nothing could more conduce to the 
improvement of that vast inland vegton between our western bdon- 
dary and the Paciiic, now so difficult of access and so distant from 
•marketi tknxk the work under eoilsideration. 

In any event, the Union would not he a loser by authorising' thfs 
greal project. Without it, much of the property proposed to be 
expended cannot be sold in a cenfary, if ever. If the road th^uM 
yealise the expeetations of its advocates, it could be profitably seU, 
should such a disposilion be deemied expedient. 

Willie in its infancy, and in the event of a war between thv 
^oountry and any powerful nation -with a naval armament, Oregon 
wouldba peculiarly exposed to invasion and conquest. With tte 
contemplated road so easily could troops and munitions of war foe 
thrown into that country, that its defence would be entirely practi- 
cable. As now situated, a few campaigns would cost as much as 
the construetion of the road. 

This enterprise would greatly increase our commerce willr the 
Sandwich and other Islands of the Pacific, They are rapidly i»- 
provmg in civilization and commerce ; and owing to their peculiar- 
ly fortunate situation, are destined to ultimate importance. Beyond 
these are the various empires of Asia. This work would open 
and complete a route to that continent iar preferable to anv that 
now exists. We are nearer the commercial nations of Asia, by a 
direct western route, some 10,000 mile8,than Great Britain is by way 
of Cape Horn or the usual eastern route. It is easily seen what 
an advantage this would give us over all others in that vast com- 
merce which hardly admits of computation. Hitherto England 
has monopolized much of it, and has drawn from thence untold 
wealth. With superior advantages, shorter distance, the enterprise 
and expansive power of our people would most successfully com- 
pete with her, and with all the world. 

The market thiis offered for our fabrics and products would be 
of vast value. Such a market will soon be needed. Our manu- 
factures are increasing with great rapidity. The unsurpassed skill 
of our people is pushing this branch of American industry to a 
wonderful extent. We are beginning to compete with that coun- 
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tr J wboee aoergi^s are maialy employed in manuiacturmg. There 
is no apparent reason why ours ebould not, with an adequate mar- 
ket» excel every other country in the industrial arts. But the great- 
est occasion for extending our market results from the abundance 
of our agricultural products. These are annually increasing. The 
European demand, lately oor chief reliance, will not, it is feared, 
much longer exist. The improvements in the science of agricul- 
ture are likely to enable even the most densely populated territo- 
xjiv where the masses are enlightened, and the farmer instructed in 
his calliog. to raise in a great measure their own supplies. But Eu- 
rope, taken as a whole, is not very thickly peopled, and it will be 
singidar should it generally depend in this respect upon the western 
continent. But the crowded cities and empires of Asia might fur- 
nish an inexhaustable demand for the products of our soil— expan- 
ding with the growth of our mutual commerce, and adequate to 
our wants in all coming time. 

These are seme of the benefits to be expected from the cdm- 
pletidn of this work. That it would be a great undertaking is un- 
deniable. But so of the results ; not local or partial, or tempora- 
ry — but of national importance, worthy of this great Republic, 
whose achievements in the arts of peace and the' sj^read of civili- 
zation, are above all example. Your committe therefore recom- 
n^end the passage of the following joint resolutions. 

H. STONE, Ck'ff, 
J. P. KING, 
E. L. CLPA^K. 
JEHIEL ENOS, 
R. B.DIMOND. 



Joint Resolution respecting a Pacific Railroad. 
Resolved* hythe Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
of Michigan, As the sense of this legislature, that we approve of 
the prqject of a Railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean, 
and the plan of constructing the same propoBed by Mn Whitney, 
believing that it would greatly promote the settlement of our west- 
ern domain — strengthen the confeidera^y of the states and terrilo- 
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ries, and vastly increaae our commerce on the PacHSc and with Asia. 

Resolved^ That this enterprise be recommended to the eerioua 
and favorable conatderation of the delegation from this State in the 
CongreM of the United States. 

Reiohed^ That the Oovernor be requested to forward to each of 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress a copy of these re- 
solutions. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL RELATIONS. 

The comn^ittee on federal relations to whom were referred a re- 
port and resolutions of the general assembly of the commonwealth 
of Kentucky, touching certain proceedings in the town of Mar- 
shally denominated an abolition mob, and also a memorial of an 
anti-slayery society recently convened at Ann Arbor, asking a law 
to prohibit aid by the citizens of this state, and the use of our jails 
in the recapture of persons claimed by citizens of other states as 
fugitive slaves, report : 

That they have deemed it proper to give their views on the request 
from both sources, in connexion, as they relate to one general sub- 
ject &nd are partially in conflict. 

By the report and resolution from Kentucky, it appears that in 
January 1847, a citizen of that state attempted to recapture six 
colored persons alleged to be fugitive slaves, and then living in the 
village of Marshall; that a large number of negroes and white men 
thereupon assembled, and by threats prevented the arrest and re- 
moval of the colored persons claimed as slaves, and subsequently 
caused the agent in pursuit to be prosecuted and imprisoned. In 
consequence of these proceedings the generaf assembly of Ken- 
tucky shortly afier resolved '*that the legislature of the state of 
Michigan be, and is hereby respectfully, but earnestly requested to 
give the subject that consideration which its importance demands, 
and to take such action thereon as in the judgment of said legisla- 
ture is deemed proper and right, with a view to maintain that peace, 
amity and good feeling which 'ought to exist between the citizens of 
the state of Michigan and Kentucky, and for the purpose of enabling 
the citizens of Kentucky to reclaim their runaway and fugitive 
sla^eft to the st^te of Michigan." They also request their delegar 
tionin eongress to urge the passage by that body, of laws to enable 

1 
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tbem to recapture their slaves in free states, and sanction them with 
the severest penalties that the constitution will tolerate. 

That any thing should occur to interrupt the good feeling and 
friendly intercourse vt^hich ought ever to subsist between the sever- 
al members of a confederacy like ours, should be a source of regret 
to every citizen of the Union. It cannot be disguised however, 
that the sentiments of the north and south respectively on the sub- 
ject of slavery are widely variant — in some instances utterly re- 
pugnant. The slaveholder looking on his slaves as an inferior race, 
reared under the system, constantly habituated to it, protected in 
it by their statutes, and claiming a still higher guaranty in the fede- 
ral constitution, cling to the institution and resent every real or sup- 
posed interference with it, as strenuously as in the case of the most 
sacred right of human nature. On the other hand citizens of free 
states usually regard the institution as moially wrong and injuri- 
ous to the best interests of the community that tolerate it. View- 
ing it at a distance, and in that heavenly light which shines above all 
mere human invention that originate in w rong and rest in presciip- 
tioD, accustomed to compare its blightening effects as seen in some 
of the southern states, with the blessed influences of free labor and 
equal liberty as exhibited elsewhere, and feeling with all theirforce 
the reproaches cast upon us all over Christendom for the alleged 
scandal and disgrace of holding millions in bondage in the midst of 
the boasted model republic, cannot permit without the utmost im« 
patience the appearance of involuntary servitude within their bor- 
ders. 

The power of recapture, in its practical operation and abstract- 
ly considered, is one of the worst phases of human slavery. A fel- 
low-being, guilty of having been burnt by an African sun, or born 
in a land of slavery, has sought that freedom which is the birth- 
right of our race, and can be forfeited for crime only. He becomes 
attached to the place of his p doption — to the society around him 
-—and not unfrequently, bound to it and to them by all the ties and 
endearments of home, of kindred and fiiends. But the vigilance 
of his former master has found him out. He is seized qn a sudden 
— perhaps in the dead of night — snatched from the midst of h:s fa- 
mily, and hurried away to slavery and dispair. 
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These circumstances are mentioned » not to question the legal 
power of the master to reclaim his fugitive slave, or to justify those 
outbreaks ofpublic sympathy complained of in the report and reso- 
lutions, but rather to suggest the JifHculty of preventing and con- 
trolling these natural instin^s by legal enactments, and to ask from 
y^e generosity and chivalry of the south " to pardon something to 
the spirit of Liberty.'' Indeed, the highest court of judicature in 
the state of Kentucky has declared that slavery exists " by positive 
**law of a municipal character, without foundation in the law of 
" nature, or the unwritten and common law." The supreme and 
revered courts of moat of the slave States, have proclaimed the same 
doctrine. 

All will admit, however, that the ordinance of 1787, and under 
that the constitution of the United States, as regards the re.caption 
of runaway slaves, equally with their other provisions, are binding 
upon us. Thus far, we of the north must and should submit. And 
although exceptions may be found under exciting circumstances, 
it may yet be truly affirmed that the citizens of the non-slavehold- 
ing States, and especially those of this State, are generally disposed 
to stand by those solemn compacts and fulfil all their guaranties. 

The practical question presented by the papers referredtout,is 
— ought the legislature of this State to enact laws on the subject 
of reclaiming fugitive slaves? The ordinance provides that there 
shall be no slaveiy in the territory northwest of the Ohio, which em- 
braces Michigan : " Provided, always, that any person escaping 
** into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed, in 
♦• any one of the original States, such fugitive may be lawfully re- 
" claimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor 
" or service as aforesaid." This statute imposes no.postive duly 
respecting the recapture of fugitives from service upon the new 
States north-west of the Ohio. It is simply a reservation of the 
power to the slaveholder, and a stipulation of permission on the 
part of the inhabitants of that territory. It implies, and by impli- 
cation enjoins a non-interference by the State authorities or by le- 
gal enactments, to prevent the recapture. But surely it does not 
impose any positive duty. 



4 No. 24.-^HousE op Represbntatives. 

The provision on the subject in the federal constitution, in terms, 
is slightly different The fugitive shall not be discharged from service 
by any law or regulation of the State, " but shall be delivered op 
on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due." 
A very liberal construction of this m%ht seem to impose on the 
State some positive duty respecting the delivery. But according to 
a well established rule the construction should be imjavarem Uberta" 
tis. To deliver up is ambiguous, and often means merely the con* 
verse of virithhold — that is, to let alone. 

And to this construction the ordinance restricts the proviso ia 
question. That ordinance was in fact, and so expressly declared 
therein, to be '' articles of compact between the original States and 
the people and States in the said territory ;" and that they should 
forever remain unalterable unless by common consent. The people 
of the Northwest Territory were parties to that compact. Every 
settler then in the Territory of Michigan was a party to it, and may 
insist by virtue of this vested sacred right, upon the exclusion of 
slavery from our soil to the full extent of this noble provision of 
the ordinance, and subject only to the right of reclamation as there- 
in specified. 

This limited and consistent construction of the clause seems to 
have been entertained and sanctioned by Congress shortly after the 
constitution was adopted. In 1793 a statute was passed by that 
body prescribing the mode of exercising this act of recapture. 
That law is still in force and covers the whole ground. The Gen- 
eral Assembly of Kentucky recoginize this power in Congress and 
call upon it through the delegation of that State, to provide the ut- 
most penalties for any and every resistance to the exercise of this 
power over fugitive slavos. 

It is true they likewise request action to the same end on the 
part of this Legislature. This request seems based on the assump- 
tion that we have concurrent jurisdiction with Congress over the 
subject. But supposing this originally correct, the prior action of 
the federal legislature, providing the means and manner and impo- 
sing high penalties, is necessarily inconsitent with, and exclusive of, 
state legislation. Ought there to be a two fold penalty, one state, 
one national, for the same offence 1 Distinct tribunals, different 



